Living Costs 
Up Sharply,| 


Pay Down 


By Robert B. Cooney. 
The nation’s cost of living 
jumped sharply to another record |° 
high in April while the purchas- | ————— 
ing power of factory ~workers 
slumped for the fourth straight 
month, according to the Labor 
Dept.’s monthly report. 
The increase in the Consumer 
Price Index to 126.2>~a rise of 
0.4 percent from March and the 
largest advance since last June— 
was caused chiefly by the sharpest 
hike in food prices in two years, 
the report said. 
This. means the market basket 
which cost $1 in the 1947-49 base 
period now costs just over $1.26. 
The Labor Dept. reported that 
cutbacks in the auto, metals and 
machinery industries and “to 
some extent” the religious holi- 
days occurring in the April sur- 
vey week combined to shorten 
hours of work, dropping spend- 
able earnings by 85 cents be- 
tween March and April. 
This drop in spendable earnings, 


taken with the rise in consumer|§® 


prices, left the factory worker with 


three dependents with buying 


power of $63.55 per week in April. 
Last December, his buying power or 
“teal” spendable earnings totaled 
$65.74. 

The April CPI will mean a wage 
increase of 1 or 2 cents an hour 
for the greater part of some 1.1 
milliion workers whose escalator 
contract clauses are tied to the 
April index. 

Some 975,000 workers in the 
automobile, farm equipment and 
related parts industries will receive 
a 2-cent hike. 

About 150,000 workers—most 
of them with Westinghouse Elec- 
tric Corp.—will receive 1-cent in- 
creases. 
one-half cent hike to 12,000 em- 
ployes of the Chicago Transit Sys- 
tem and a 1-cent increase to 4,000 
employes of American Bosch 
Armour in New York. > 

Arnold Chase, the depart- 
ment’s price expert, expressed 
the view that the large advance 
in the April CPI “does not mark 
the beginning of a sharp upward 
trend.” 

He said the large April rise 
means much of the seasonal in- 
crease in food prices has now oc- 
curred, though there will be in- 
freases continuing through the 
wummer months. 

Asked if any price declines are 
expected which will offset the 0.4 
percent April rise, Chase said it is 
unlikely since, with food more than 
with any other group, “consump- 

(Continued on Page 2) 


ACLU Defends 
Dues Use for 
Political Aims 


New York—The use of mem- 
bers’ dues by unions for polit- 
kal purposes is “an exercise of 
ihe right to free expression of 
Ppinion protected by the First 
Amendment,” according to the 
American Civil Liberties Union. 

“Although a minority of union 
members may dissent from the 
pinions expressed,” the ACLU 
id, “so long as such members 
mive an effective right to partici- 
pale in the decision-making process 
thin the union, including the 
ight to vote for union officials of 
heir choice, they are not deprived 
their civil liberties. 

“The remedy lies not in sti- 
fing the expression of group 
Mpinion, but in democratic par- 
fitipation im the political life of 
heir union so that a majority of 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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House Passes School Bill: 


Adds Discrimination Bar 


City indexes will bring a|f 


tract talks. 
nightly “meetings” 


Producers 


© : 
Committee Showdowns Near: 


Threaten to 
Close Shows 


New. York—Broadway pro- 


ducers voiced open threats of a 
lockout that would darken legiti- 
mate theater marquees here, as 
negotiations between Actors’ Eq- 
uity and the League of New York 
Theaters limped along toward a 
May 31 deadline. 

The threat of a complete black- 
out was made by Burton A. Zorn, 
special counsel for the theater 
owners, who warned the producers 
would “close all productions” if 
the AFL-CIO union attempts selec- 
tive closings of hit shows after 
current three-year contracts expire 
at month’s end. 

More than 3,000 members of 
Equity earlier overwhelmingly 
endorsed their union’s recom- 
mendations that they decline to 
halt all Broadway shows by a 
general theater strike. They ap- 
proved, instead, an Equity plan 
for nightly “meetings” of various 
hit-show casts which would re- 
sult in scattered cancellations of 
individual performances. 

The action by performers from 
the casts of leading dramatic and 
musical shows came as Mayor Rob- 
ert F. Wagner (D)> stepped into 
deadlocked talks and called both 
actors and producers into continu- 
ous negotiations in an effort to iron 
out the dispute. 

The actors and actresses gave 
a ringing endorsement to the 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Measure 
Approved 
By 206-189 


_ By Gene Zack 

The House has passed an ex- 
panded $1.3 billion four-year 
aid-to-education bill — the first 
general federal school-aid meas- 
ure ever to win approval in the 
House of Representatives. 

The vote on final passage was 


we | 206 to 189. 


3,000 STARS AND EXTRAS from hit stage plays and musical shows climax march up Broadway, 
crowd into New York’s Astor Hotel to endorse Actors’ Equity negotiating team in deadlocked con- 
Actors approved union recommendation against general strike, voted instead to hold 
of various show casts which could bring temporary cancellations of individual 
performances until contract is won from League of New York Theaters. 


velt bill. 


was blocked by objections from Sen- 
ate Republican Floor Leader Ever- 
ett McKinley Dirksen (Ill.), who 
twice invoked a frequently-waived 
Senate rule to prevent the commit- 
tee from meeting while the Senate 
Was in session. 

In both committees the stage 
is apparently set for eventual 
showdown votes on bills scaled 
down from the original Kennedy- 
Morse-Roosevelt proposal that 
would raise the minimum from 
$1 an hour to $1.25 an hour and 
widen coverage to an estimated 
7.8 million workers not now pro- 
tected by the law. 

The Kennedy - Morse - Roosevelt 
bill, backed by the AFL-CIO, was 
sponsored by Senators John F. 
Kennedy (D-Mass.) and Wayne 
Morse (D-Ore.) and by Rep. James 
Roosevelt (D-Calif.). As reported 
last year by subcommittee to the 
full Senate Labor Committee, it 
would have added about 10 million 
now unprotected workers to the 


(Continued on Page 2) 


mittee on minimum wage proposals? 


AFL- -CIO Raps Dirksen 


Wage Drive Gains 


Steam in Congress 


A drive to modernize the minimum wage law picked up steam 
as a House Labor subcommittee agreed to turn over to the full 
Labor Committee on June 2 a compromise Kennedy-Morse-Roose- 


On the Senate side, an effort to get a meeting of the Labor Com- 


Passage came despite addition 
of a so-called anti-segregation 
amendment sponsored by Rep. 
Adam Clayton Powell, Jr. (D-N. Y.) 
and sealed into the measure by a 
rollcall vote of 218 to 181. 

In both 1956 and 1957, the only 
other years of the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration when federal school 
bills came to a vote in the House, 
addition of such an amendment 
sounded the deathknell of construc- 
tion-aid bills. The measures were 
killed after the amendment had been 
adopted. 

The fate of the measure re- 
mained uncertain this year as 
doubts were expressed whether 
the Senate, which earlier had 
passed a $1.8 billion program for 
grants for both teachers’ salaries 
and school construction, would 
accept the Powell amendment. 

The possibility existed that a 
joint Senate-House conference com- 
mittee could reach a compromise 
satisfactory to both chambers. 

Before final passage, provisions 
affecting state contributions were 
adopted as the House tailored 
the bill slightly to meet White House 
demands in an effort to head off a 
threatened presidential veto. 

Passage of the bill came after 
two days of parliamentary maneu- 
vering which saw these develop- 
ments: 

@ A moye to substitute the 
Administration’s modest bill pro- — 

(Continued on Page 2) 


Anti-Strike Proposal 


would amend the Norris-La 
Guardia, Taft-Hartley and Railway 
Labor Acts, “is more than reaction- 
ary. ... For parallels to this pro- 
posal, one must look to totalitarian 
sources—Nazi Germany and So- 
viet Russia.” 


Biemiller, charging that Dirk- 


subservience to anti-union em- 
ployer interests,” added: “Even 
so, we doubt that the Senate 
minority leader comprehends the 
full reach of this hill, which was 
evidently slipped to him by some 


railroad lobbyist,” - 


The AFL-CIO has sharply denounced a proposal by Senate Re- 
publican Leader Everett McKinley Dirksen (Ill.) to prohibit work- 
ers from striking in protest against abolition of jobs and to prevent 
unions from bargaining with employers about layoffs. 


Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller said the Dirksen bill, which 


% 


sen “has repeatedly shown his ° 


Biemiller’s denunciation of the 
Dirksen proposal was issued in a 
statement released to the press. He 
said the judgment of the effect of 
the Illinois senator’s move was 
based on analysis by legal counsel. 

A Supreme Court decision on 
Apr. 18 invalidated an injunction 
prohibiting the Railroad Telegra- 
phers from striking to prevent uni- 
lateral action by the Chicago & 
North Western Railway to close 
several hundred small stations. The 
court, declaring that “there is noth- 


ing strange about (collective bar- 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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TWO KENTUCKY members of: 


the Clothing Workers, part of a 
three-state delegation which won-a trip to Washington by. bringing 
in the most letters from neighbors and co-workers in support of 
minimum wage legislation, find that calling on congressmen and 
senators is hard on a girl’s feet.. Shown alongside of the special bus 
which brought them to the capital are Retha Cook and Betty Miller. 


School Aid Bill Passed 
By House 206 to 189 


(Continued from Page 1) 
viding $100 million a year for 
30 years to help states pay the 
interest charges on school con- 
struction bonds, was defeated by 
an overwhelming voice vote. 

@ An attempt by Rep. Lee Met- 
calf (D-Mont.) to include federal 
aid for teachers’ salaries was ruled 
out of order on the grounds that 
the debate was limited to aid for 
school construction. 

@ A move by Rep. Roman Pu- 
cinski (D-Ill.) to broaden the bill 
to provide loans to parochial and 
private schools was blocked when 
the amendment was ruled out of 
order. 

@ Rep. Frank Thompson, Jr. (D- 
N. J.), sponsor of the original three- 
year $975 million measure, won ap- 
proval of his broader substitute by 
a teller vote followed by a rollcall 
vote of 233 to 170. 

In an effort to compromise 
with the Eisenhower Administra- 


tion, Thompson’s final bill called 
for either state or local contribu- 
tions to match federal grants in 
the first two years of the pro- 
gram, with matching state grants 
required the final two years. 

As the debate opened, Health, 
Education & Welfare Sec. Arthur 
S. Flemming raised the threat that 
Pres. Eisenhower would veto the 
measure unless changes were made 
in matching state grants. As orig- 
inally drafted, the bill called for 
matching state funds in the second 
and third years but federal grants 
only the first year. Flemming urged 
that state funds be required in each 
year. ; 

At the same time, the HEW 
official, in an exchange of letters 
with Rep. Carroll D. Kearns 
(R-Pa.), called for proportion- 
ately larger sums for the poorer 
states “where the need for fed- 
eral assistance is greatest.” 


State AFL-CIO Wins 


Compensation Claims 


Charlestown, W. Va.—The AFL-CIO West Virginia Labor Fed- 
eration provides a service for the members of its affiliated unions 
which pays off in cold cash: at a time when dollars and cents have 


a particular value. 


In brief, it follows every claim for wielaliias and unemploy- 


ment compensation from the time’ 
it is filed until the case is closed. 
In the first 17 months of operation 
it has won for injured union mem- 
bers alone $38,871 they otherwise 
would not have had. 

“The cost of this entire service 
is included in the per capita tax 
of 12 cents per month for each 
affiliated member,” said Miles 
C. Stanley, president of the state 
labor body. 

The federation has s¢t up a 
special Workmen’s/ Unemployment 
Compensation Dept. in the, state 
Office with an experienced full- 
time director and the necessary 
clerical help, and because of a 
State Supreme Court ruling bar- 
ring laymen from representing 
claimants before appeal boards, 
has retained a lawyer,’ James: M. 


Sprouse, on practically a full-time | 


basis to act in litigation on’ bo a 
cases. 


“Tn practical éscriinn) “this is 


how the service works: ° *’ °’ 
@ Each local union has set up 
a compensation committee, the 
chairman of which notifies the fed- 
eration’s compensation department 
whenever a member stistairis an in- 
dustrial injury, iacurs an occupa- 


tional disease or runs into diffi- 
culty in filing for or obtaining un- 
employment. compensation. 

@ A file is built in the federa- 
tion’s office and is kept up to date 
through every step of the claim. 

@ All litigation, before field ex- 


j aminers or in the courts, is han- 


dled by Sprouse with the express 
consent of the claimant. 

During the first 17-month pe- 
riod, the department took 661 un- 
employment compensation claims 
to hearings. It won nine, lost one 
rad is awaiting decisions on the 


7 the same period it handled 
898 workmen’s compensation cases. 
Hearings were held in 33, of which 
the department won 12, lost three 
and awaits decisions in 18. An 
additional 14 hearings are pending. 

In addition to approximately 
$130,000 in benefits paid, on ap- 
proval of the workmen's com- 
pensation commissioner, the fed- 
eration’s service won for mem- 
bers) $24,700 by reopening 
claims for permanent partial 
awards; $6,200 in increased 
gates, additional time of pay- 
ments, etc.; and $8,000 in 
awards won at hearings. 


Showdown Near in N. Y.: 


Hospital Employes Pressing \ 


For Recognition, Contracts * 


New York—tThe drive for union recognition by workers in private, non-profit hospitals here has 
neared the showdown stage with eight hospitals under contract or in negotiations and 10 holdouts 
warned that they face a “sure strike” unless they agree to negotiate with their employes. 

Pressing for full union recognition is Drug & Hospital Local 1199 of the Retail, Wh 
Store Union, which waged a 46-day strike for recognition in 1959 against seven hospitals. The strike 


Yo = 
Wa Fea 


¥ 


olesale & Dept. 


ended with a truce when the city’s‘ 


ment of policy setting up a griev- 


4|/ ance procedure, agreed not to dis- 


criminate against union members 


4) and established a $1-an-hour min- 
:| imum: wage. 


Charging that the tilleteral 
policy set by management 
“Hiasn’t worked,” Local 1199 has 


“The union is offered—and we 
negotiated—an unprecedent- 
ed “never-strike pledge” which 
provides for arbitration of all dis- 
putes, including contract renewals. 

The latest breakthrough by the 
union came when the Beth Abra- 
ham Home & Hospital signed a 
union-shop contract covering its 
350 non-professional employes. 
The agreement marked a sharp 
turnabout for the hospital which 
last February locked out a large 
group of union members for six 
days after a demonstration for 

At the same time, Local 1199 
announced that the Home of Old 
Israel, with about 85 employes, has 
agreed to recognize the union and 
negotiate a contract. 

The three-year pact negotiated 


Wage Drive 
Gains Steam 
In Congress 


(Continued from Page 1) 
coverage of the Fair Labor Stand- 
ards Act. 


New Formula Possible 

Various proposals now pending 
in committee would call for reduc- 
tion of the number of newly cov- 
ered workers to an estimated 5 
million or 6 million, a series of step- 
ups in higher minimum wages and 
a series of step-downs in weekly 
hours for workers now lacking in 
protection. 

The Eisenhower Administration 
through Labor Sec. James P. Mitch- 
ell has endorsed a “modest in- 
crease” in the minimum wage, 
which Mitchell has defined as per- 


workers by wage provisions. 

The last time the minimum 
wage was raised was in 1956, 
when the statutory wage was 
lifted from 75 cents to $1 an hour 
but there was no change in cov- 


erage. 

The AFL-CIO has strongly en- 
dorsed broader coverage this year 
as well as a higher wage, pointing 
out that the percentage of workers 
in interstate commerce now pro- 
tected is far smaller than 1938, 
when the first Fair Labor Standards 
Act was passed. 


Three Nations Ratify 


7 ILO Conventions 
Geneva—The Intl. Labor Organ- 
ization has announced the ratifica- 
tion of seven assorted ILO conven- 
tions, or treaties, by three nations. 
Liberia ratified three conventions 
concerning fishermen adopted last 
year, dealing with minimum age 
for employment, medical examina- 
tions and articles of agreement. 
Iraq approved three dealing with 
working conditions—weekly rest 
in industry, paid holidays and pro- 
tection of wages. Portugal ratified 
the convention on workmen’s .com- 


pensation in agriculture. 


voluntary hospitals issued a state-| ' 


haps $1.10 or $1.15 an hour and |} 
coverage of about 3.1 million new | : 


with Beth Abraham provides ma- 
jor improvements in vacations, 
sick leave, severance pay and other 
fringe benefits, with the wage issue 
submitted to arbitration. 


The first of a “series. of strike 
votes has been scheduled by the 
union for workers at Mount Sinai 
Hospital, one of the largest of the 
institutions struck last year... The]; 
hospital, in a move which Local 
1199 Pres. Leon J. Davis charged 
was designed to “lull” the workers, 
has announced that its minimum 
pay will be raised to $1.125 an 
hour on July and said it “plans” 


(Continued from Page 1) 

tion is relatively inelastic.” 

The April CPI, at 126.2, was 1.9 
percent higher than in April 1959. 
Comparing the Aprils of 1959 and 
1960, medical care is now 3.9 per- 
cent higher; food is up 1.6 percent; 
housing, up 2.1 percent; apparel, 
up 1.8 percent; transportation, up 
0.6 percent; personal care, up 2.2 
percent; reading and recreation, up 
2.9 percent; and other goods and 
services, up 2.9 percent. 

The only significant decline from 
March was for used cars in the pri- 
vate transportation subgroup. Used 
cars are meeting “severe competi- 
tion” from new compact cars, the 
report said. 

In a concurrent report on the 
spendable earnings of factory 
workers, the Labor Dept. said 
the March-April decline was 
“more than seasonal.” 


The drop of 85 cents or 1 per- 


to increase the wage floor to $1.25 
at a later date. 

Hundreds of hospital workers 
at institutions where the union 
claims a majority have taken 
part in off-duty picketing dem- 
onstrations demanding union 
recognition and written con- 
tracts. 

A brochure inciasiiog ediaarials 
in five New York newspapers hail- 
ing the union’s permanent no- 
strike offer was sent by the union 
to trustees of the holdout hospi- 
tals, under the heading: “An Ap- 
peal to Reason—How to Avoid 
Another Hospital Strike.” 


Living Costs Up Sharply, 
Spendable Wages Down 


cent in net spendable earnings— 
after deduction of social security 
and federal income taxes—left the 
worker with three dependents with 
$80.20 per week; the worker with 
out dependents with $72.66. 


The “real” spendable earnings 
represent the buying power of the 
spendable earnings after the change 
in the cost of living is taken into 
account. For the worker with 
three dependents, the figure of 
$63.55 in April was down 1.5 per- 


cent from April 1959. 


Meany to Head N.Y. 
Labor Day Parade 


New York— AFL-CIO Prea 
George Meany has accepted an in- 
vitation to act as grand marshal of 
the Labor Day Parade sponsored 
by the New York City Central 


Labor Council. 


is offering its members. 


SNAPPILY-DRESSED MODELS and “Uncle Sam” were on hand 
to greet federal employes who work for the District of Columbia 
when they reported for work May 24 at the District Building in 
Washington. The employes were given copies of the health insut- 
ance program the American Federation of Government Employes 
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‘Non-Ops Conclude Case: 


Veer Re ¢ 


eo manis We cigh| 
Kail Wage Cases — 


By Dave Perlman — 

Chicago—A Presidential Emergency Board here heard clos- 
ing arguments in the dispute between 11 railroad shop crafts seek- 
ing a 25-cent hourly raise for half-a-million workers and rail man- 
agement, which has countered with a 15-cent wage slash proposal. 

The three-member board has until June 8 to submit its recom- 


>> 
“4 


mendations, which are non-bind- 
ing. The Railway Labor Act pro- 
hibits a strike for an additional 30 
days while direct negotiations are 
resumed on the basis of the emer- 
gency board proposals. 
Meanwhile, an _ arbitration 
panel has concluded its hearings 
on the wage demands of the 
40,000-member Locomotive En- 
gimeers, unaffiliated, and there 
‘was a possibility that its decision 
might be announced before the 
report on the non-operating un- 
fons’ case. The BLE chose bind- 
ing arbitration, one of the alter- 
natives under the Railway Labor 
Act, in preference to the emer- 
gency board procedure. 

Still another long-smouldering 
rail dispute—involving the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad, where the Trans- 
port Workers represent the largest 
group of non-operating employes— 
hit the emergency board stage. 

Strike Averted 

In a move to avert a scheduled 
June 6 strike by 25,000 TWU 
members, Pres. Eisenhower named 
a board headed by University of 
Michigan Prof. Russell A. Smith 
to make recommendations on union 
demands for a 35-cent wage in- 
crease, a ban on contracting-out 
maintenance and.construction work 
and changes in job classification 
and work scope rules. 

The same board will consider 
wage and rule demands of some 
8,000 Pennsy workers repre- 
sented by craft unions affiliated 
with the AFL-CIO Railway Em- 
ployes Dept. . ~ 

A series of “continuous meet- 
ings” of TWU members to protest 
management delay during more 
than two years of negotiations 


virtually -halted freight operations 
and curtailed -passenger service on 
May 19. The railroad obtained a 
federal court injunction against the 
union; the TWU, declaring that the 
stoppages were the result of local 
actions, advised its members to re- 
turn to work. Pennsylvania man- 
agement has filed suits in federal 
court seeking $15 million damages 
from the union. 


Switchmen Case Referred 

In the national negotiations with 
the railroads, involving the stand- 
ard rail unions affiliated with the 
Railway Labor Executives’ Associa-+ 
tion, an emergency board has been 
convened to consider the wage dis- 
pute of the Switchmen. The board 
is headed by Frank P. Douglass, 
former chairman of the National 
Mediation Board. 

Other operating unions—besides 
the Locomotive Engineers and the 
Switchmen—are still in earlier 
stages of mediation. 

The most-publicized dispute 
involving railroad workers and 
their unions is not expected to 
come to a head for several 
months. This is the “work rule” 
proposal served on the operat- 
ing unions by the railroads. 

Changes asked by management, 
the unions contend, would throw 
thousands of workers out of their 
jobs, make ghost towns out of rail- 
road communities and take away 
safeguards won in generations of 
collective bargaining. 

As the Locomotive Engineers 
concluded their presentation before 
the arbitration panel, Grand Chief 
Engineer Guy L. Brown, who has 
headed the BLE since 1953, an- 


nounced that he will retire July 31. 


Contracts Extended as 


Aireraft Talks Continue 


More than 100,000 of the nation’s aircraft and missile plant 
workers are staying on the job under contract extension while 
bargaining: committees of the Machinists and Auto Workers are 
continuing negotiations with management. 

Most of the agreements covering 600,000 workers have reached 


their expiration date, or will do so 
shortly. Talks are proceeding under 
a cooperative bargaining program 
agreed on last August by the IAM 
and UAW. 

Several expired contracts are 
being extended day by day. At 
numerous locations, well-attended 
membership meetings have voted 
by overwhelming margins to au- 
thorize a strike call, if that be- 
comes necessary. 

Strike authorizations have been 
voted as follows: 


and at Convair in Ft. Worth, 
Tex.; Douglas in Santa Monica 
and El Segundo-Torrance, Calif.; 
Lockheed in Burbank, Calif., and 
Marietta, Ga.; Boeing plants at 
Seattle, Wash., and Wichita, Kan. 

The only walkout to date in cur- 
rent negotiations continued for the 
fifth week at the Carlstadt, N. J., 
plant of the Curtiss-Wright Elec- 
tronic Division. Somé 600 Machin- 
ists walked out after futile negotia- 
tions. 

IAM Pres. A. J. Hayes and UAW 
Vice Pres. Leonard Woodcock is- 
sued a statement after a meeting of 
the LAM-UAW Joint Coordinating 
Committee in Washington., They 
said: 

“We are gravely concerned at the 
lack of progress so far in our dis- 
cussions with the industry. In this 
most critical period for our nation’s 
defense, management is trading on 
borrowed time. 

“Already 70,000 workers have 


; | chosen to work temporarily without 


contracts rather than settle for sub- 
standard agreements. It would be 
a mistake for anyone to believe that 
this situation can continue indefi- 


In Hartford, Conn., Pres. Hayes 
was keynote speaker at a rally at- 
tended by several thousand United 
Aircraft workers who voted to au- 


thorize strike action. 


VICTORY OVER UNION-BATTLING Pennsylvania dress’ operators is shdeced ‘by members of 
Ladies’ Garment Workers at Lackawanna Dress Co., Scranton, after union won sweeping National Labor 


Relations Board elections in 33 shops. Major triumph capped two-and-a-half-year struggle against 
racketeer and underworld elements which had penetrated Pennsylvania dress field. 


ACLU Defends 
Dues Use for 
Political Aims 
ian eee ans 


be persuaded of their wisdom. 


“Fhis view does not impair the 
right of dissenting members to ex- 
press their opinions in public de- 
bate of public issues.” 

The statement was adopted by 
ACLU’s ,board of directors in 
comment on a union political ex- 
penditure case now before the U.S. 
Supreme Court. The case went up 
on appeal by the Machinists from 
a Georgia Supreme Court decision 
that the Railway Labor Act, which 
permits employers and unions to 
sign union-shop agreements, is un- 
constitutional. 

The Georgia court ruling was 
based on the claim that the union 
shop interfered with the freedom 
of opinion of workers who disagree 
with a union’s political stand. As 
a result, the opinion said, a worker 
“compelled” to “support candi- 
dates” for public office “is just as 
much deprived of his freedom of 
speech as if he were compelled to 
give his support to doctrines he 
opposes.” 


AFL-CIO Files Brief 


The AFL-CIO has filed a brief 
with the U.S. Supreme Court sup- 
porting the IAM appeal. 

The ACLU also pointed out that 
the constitutionality of the Corrupt 
Practices Act is related to the po- 
litical spending problem raised in 
the Georgia case. This act bars 
unions and corporations from 
spending funds “in connection with 
any election (to federal office)... 
or in connection with any primary 
election or political convention or 
caucus held to select candidates 
(for such office)... 

The U.S. Supreme Court has 
never ruled on the act’s constitu- 
tionality. In 1948 the late Pres. 
Philip Murray of the former CIO 
was indicted for violating it in con- 
nection with the election of Rep. 
Edward Garmatz (D) in a Balti- 
more, Md., district. The Supreme 
Court threw out the indictment 
without considering the constitu- 
tionality. The officers of a St. Louis 
Teamsters local are currently un- 
der indictment. 

The ACLU im 1948 asserted 
the act was unconstitutional be- 
cause it interfered with the right 
of free speech by the majority 
of union members. The applica- 
tion of the act to the political 
expenditures of corporations and 
trade associations is now being 
studied by the ACLU’s Freedom 
of Speech and Association Com- 


mittee, 


unfair labor practice when it fired 


intermediate report. 


Trial Examiner Hits 
Newspaper as ‘Unfair’ 


Arlington, Va.—The Northern Virginia Sun was guilty of an 


14 union printers in March 1959, 


a National Labor Relations Board trial examiner has ruled in an 


Examiner Louis Plost said the paper, published daily except 


ton, violated the Taft-Hartley Act 
in firing the printers to make way 
for a Photon machine and teletype- 
setters run by non-union men. 


He recommended that the 
paper be ordered to return the 14 
men to their jobs, with back pay 
to the date of firing minus any 
wages earned meantime. Ten 
other Sun printers, on strike for 
14 months, must be offered their 
jobs back if they apply for re- 
instatement, the examiner recom- 
mended. 


The back wage bill will total 
about $125,000, according to the 
Columbia Typographical Union, 
ITU Local 101. Sun Publisher 
Philip M. Stern said he will appeal 
the ruling to the NLRB. 

Stern and three others started the 
paper in April 1957. One of the 
partners was Clayton Fritchey, for- 
mer executive director of the Dem- 
ocratic National Committee and 
former editor of the New Orleans 
Item. Stern himself is a former 
research director for the Demo- 
cratic National Committee. 

The trial examiner held that the 
introduction of new machinery does 
not free an employer from the duty 
of recognizing and bargaining with 
a previously certified union. 

The paper must reinstate the 


Sunday in this suburb of Washing-® 


ed, and train them at its own 
expense, if necessary, to operate 
machines installed at the start of 
the strike. 

The Sun’s agreement with Local 
101 expired Feb. 28, 1959. Before 
the expiration date, the examiner 
reported, the newspaper secretly re- 
cruited non-union replacements and 
prepared to install the new machines 
without telling the ITU. 

Plost’s. decision followed a hear- 
ing ordered by the NLRB general 
counsel and a previous dismissal of 
the charges by the NLRB regional 
director. 

His intermediate report held that 
the Sun laid plans almost a year 
before its ITU contract expired to 
run with non-union help. It said 
the paper: 

@ Secretly recruited non-union 
employes to stand by. 

@ Installed, on the day after the 
contract expired, new photocom- 
position and teletypewriter equip- 
ment previously bought’ and secret- 
ly stored during contract negotia- 
tions. 

@ Failed to give any notice to 
the union that such equipment was 
to be installed; failed to offer union 
members a chance to operate the 
equipment; failed to make any ef- 
fort to bargain on wages or work- 


24 ITU men, Plost recommend- 


to MMP’s biennial convention. 


bers in 47 locals in the U.S., Can- 
ada, Panama and Puerto Rico made 
the office of president a full-time, 
fully paid post for the first time in 
the union’s history and nominated 
a slate of officers for top positions. 


The delegates abolished the 
posts of district vice presidents, 
previously filled by convention 
action, and created instead a 
board of directors. Under the 
new arrangement, the executive 
Officer of each local will auto- 
matically become a member of 
the board, 

In addition to voting the added 
democratic safeguards, the conven- 
tion made constitutional changes 
to conform with the 1959 Land- 


ing conditions for operators of the 
new machines. 


Masters, Mates Union 
Revamps Constitution 


Galveston, Tex.—Maijor revisions of the constitution of the Mas- 
ters, Mates & Pilots to give local unions an expanded voice in the 
operation of the international were voted here by the 44 delegates 


At the same time, the delegates representing 11,000 MMP mem- 


rum-Griffin Act’s provisions. 
Capt. Robert E. Durkin, MMP 
president since the 1958 conven- 
tion in San Francisco, declined 
nomination for re-election to the 
full-paid post as head of the union. 


Nominated by delegates for the 
presidency were P. F. O’Callahan 
of Baltimore, Arthur L. Holdeman 
of New York, Price L. Mitchell of 
Mobile, Ala., Roy D. Lurvey of 
Boston and Floyd D. Gaskins of 
Norfolk. 


Nominated for secretary-treas- 
urer, the only other full-time 
post in MMP, were the incum- 
bent, Capt. John M. Bishop, and. 
Carl B. Mortensen of New York, 
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Lockout Threat Raised 
By Broadway Producers 


(Continued from Page 1) 
union’s negotiating team which for 
six weeks has unsuccessfully 
sought to win producers’ approval 
of demands for the legitimate the- 
ater’s first pension, health and wel- 
fare fund, plus minimum salary 
hikes and improvement of back- 

_ Stage sanitary conditions. 


Dr. Witte Dies, 
Framed Social 
Security Act 


Madison, Wis.—Dr. Edwin E. 
Witte, 73, widely known as the 
father of the Social Security Act 
of 1935, died here recently as the 
nation was celebrating the 25th an- 
niversary of the legislation he 
drafted. : 

A retired professor of econom- 
ics at the University of Wisconsin, 
he was known throughout the na- 
tion as an authority on labor rela- 
tions and labor law. 

In the early 1930s, he was sum- 
moned by Pres. Roosevelt to head 
the committee which worked out 


the social security system that 


stands as a landmark for all of 
the social legislation enacted during 
Roosevelt’s years in the White 
House. 

Nelson Cruikshank, director 
of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Social 
Security, expressed “deep regret” 
at Witte’s death. Dr. Witte, he 
said, “made a tremendous con- 
tribution to the people and the 
nation in his role as architect of 
the Social Security Act which 
has brought dignity and security 
to retired workers, widows aud 

” 


Witte was graduated from the 
University of Wisconsin in 1909, 
and served as a statistician for the 
Wisconsin Industrial Commission. 
He subsequently was a_ special 
agent for the U. S. Commission 
on Industrial Relations. 

During World War If he served 
on the National Defense Mediation 
Board and the National War Labor 
Board. From 1949 to 1953 he 
served on the Atomic Energy 
Labor Relations Panel. 


Clerks Win Gains 
InA & P Contract 


Indi Retail Clerks Lo- 
cal 725 has won hefty wage and 
fringe gains in a new two-year con- 
tract with the Atlantic and Pacific 
Tea Co. chain in this area. 

Hikes of 10 to 18 cents an hour 
went to both male and female 
clerks, with top classifications re- 
ceiving from 13 to 18 cents. 


Before meeting at the Astor Ho- 
tel in the heart of the theater dis- 
trict, the entertainers had staged 
an early morning mass march up 
Broadway, alternately singing trade 
union songs and hits from currrent 
musical shows. 

The Broadway producers have 
flatly rejected the union demands, 
contending they would result in 
theater ticket price increases which 
would reduce boxoffice receipts. 
Louis A. Lotito, president of the 
producers’ association, charged 
that the legitimate theater is “a 


chronically sick industry, already 


close to disaster.” 

Angus Duncan, executive sec- 
retary of Equity, countered with 
a statement that the producers 
are giving a “false image” of the 
industry’s condition. He cited a 
report issued by the Dept. of 
Commerce and Public Events of 
the City of New York which 
showed that gross receipts last 
year hit $45.5 million, a 17.7 
percent increase over 1958. 

Wagner’s entrance into the 
stalled contract talks came just one 
week before the current contracts 
were due to expire. The mayor 
said he intervened because the 
Broadway theater is an “important 
segment” of the city’s economy, 
and that a shutdown of shows 
would hurt not only the entertain- 
ment industry but also hotels and 
restaurants. | 


In Pageant at Rally: 


cannot slip back... 


York’s Madison Square Garden. 


theme for a special pageant— 
“Each Age Is a Dream”—present- 


-{ed at a Golden Age Clubs rally 
3|May 18 marking the 25th anni- 


versary of the Social Security Act 
by urging its modernization to pro- 
vide health care for the aged. 

Written by Hyman H. Bookbind- 
er of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Legis- 
lation, assisted by Lisbeth Bam- 
berger of the Dept. of Social 
Security, the pageant was punctu- 
ated with the bittersweet ballads 
of the trade union movement— 
sung by Joe Glazer of the Rubber 
Workers. 

For the thousands of Golden 
Age Club members who jammed 
the Garden to emphasize their 
support of the labor-backed For- 
and bill, the pageant was a time 
of remembering, of reliving the 


struggles of a quarter-century 


ago. 

“We remember well the 1920s— 
and the 1930s,” the narrafor said. 
“We remember a United States 
without minimum wage laws, with- 
out public housing laws, without 
unemployment insurance laws, and, 
yes, without social security bene- 
fits for those who gave a lifetime 
of service to society.” 

Then came the voice of F.D.R.: 

“, .. It is my hope that soon 
the United States will have a 
national system under which no- 
needy man or woman within our 
borders will lack a minimum 
old-age pension that will provide 
adequate food, adequate clothing 
and adequate lodging to the end 
of the road—and without hav- 
ing to go to the poorhouse to 
get un” 

And Glazer sang: 

“If each little kid could have 
fresh milk each day, 

If each working man had enough 
time to play, 

If each homeless soul had a 


good place to stay, 
It could be a wonderful world.” 


The Opposition 

The battle for social security 
legislation, the pageant recalled, 
was not an easy one. Typical of 
the opposition was that of the Ohio 
Chamber of Commerce, which 
warned Congress that it was em- 
barking on the road to socialism— 
“upon a pathway which has de- 


\Zeal of sien Bill Supporters 
: Spurred by FDR’s Magic Voice 


e « Oats progress | must continue to be a- sony, and deliberate one; we cannot stand still, we... 


The recorded voice of Franklin Delano Roosevelt boomed over the loudspeakers, 20,000 senior 
citizens who remembered F.D.R. gasped, and a solemn hush settled over the almost-darkness of New 


The Roosevelt speech set the 


stroyed nations.” And a congress- 
man said on the floor of the House: 
“We are simply going to wreck 
the nation as sure as the sun rises 
tomorrow morning.” 

But the dream of social prog- 
ress that marked the New Deal 
was not to be denied,.and on Aug. 
14, 1935, Roosevelt signed the bill 
with the declaration that “today 
a hope of many years’ standing is 
in large part fulfill 

“How shall we measure what 
social security has meant in 
these 25 years?” the narrator 
asked. “How shall we measure 
the added serenity, the added 
dignity, the added calm which 
has come to us in the autumn 
of our lives? 

“Who can count the homes we 
mever abandoned? Who can 
count the hunger pangs we never 
felt? Who can count the tears 
we never shed?” 

The pageant turned, then, to 
the Forand bill—‘“a new goal, a 
new hope, a new dream,” the nar- 
rator said. 

“There are ugly voices again 
being raised to oppose social prog- 
ress,” he went on, “and this time, 
the charge is being led by groups 
who should know better—the med- 
ical societies.” 

He quoted one medical spokes- 
man: “The beginning of a new 
year should find us with renewed 
vigor for the fight with that mon- 
ster—the Forand bill, The advo- 
cates of this lizardous bill will be 
pushing it with greater-than-ever 
enthusiasm ... they are like lurk- 


ing snakes with double tongues 
ready to strike at us.” 
‘We Shall Not Be Stopped’ 


“But we will not be stopped,” 
the narrator said, and the crowd 


roared its determination. “We will 


defeat the calamity-howlers, the 
vested interests, 
crowd.” 

Glazer dipped again into labor’s 
songbook and sang: 

“We will overcome, we will over- 
come; 

We will overcome, some 
day... 

Then came the recorded voice 
of F.D.R. again, and tears welled 
in the eyes of the oldsters: 

“The test of our progress is 
not whether we add more to the 
abundance of those who have 
much; it is whether we provide 
enough for those who have too 
little. eee 

“Shall we pause now and turn 
our back upon the road that lies 
ahead? Shall we ‘call this the 
promised land? Or shall we 
continue on our way? For ‘each 
age is a dream that is dying, or 
one that is coming to birth.’ ” 

Thousands of voices joined with 
Glazer to give the answer: 

“We will build a new world, we 
will build a new world. 

We will build a new world, some 
day. 

Oh, oh, down in my heart, I do 
believe 

We will build a new world some 
day.” 


AFL-CIO Raps Dirksen 
Anti-Strike Proposal 


(Continued from Page 1) 
gaining) agreements that affect the 
permanency of employment,” held 
that the anti-strike injunction 
granted by a lower federal court 
violated the Norris-La Guardia Act. 

The railroads have launched a 
drive for legislation to restrict the 
scope of collective bargaining. The 
Association of American Railroads, 
in ~a letter addressed to “editors 
and commentators” throughout the 


Highly-Skilled Plate Printers Keep 
Sharp Eye on Effects of Automation 


New York—lIncreased automation and competition from workers with inferior wages and work- 
ing conditions are causing unionized printers of paper currency and hand-engraved stationery to keep 
a close watch on standards of one of the nation’s most highly skilled crafts. 

This emerged as the union’s number one problem at the end of the week-long 68th annual 
convention of the Plate Printers, Die Stampers, and Engravers Intl. Union of North America held 


here. 

Twenty-six delegates represent- 
ing 14 local unions in the United 
States and Canada unanimously re- 
elected Ben J. Mazza president and 
Walter J. Smith secretary-treasur- 


er of the 800-member union. Also} 


re-elected for the ensuing year were 
14 executive board members. A 
new first vice president, John Fesi 
of New York, was named. 

The main business before the 
convention was amending the 
union’s constitution to conform 
with provisions of the Landrum- 
Griffin Act. . 

_ One of the first six labor or- 

ganizations in this country to af- 
filiate with the former American 
Federation of Labor, the Plate 
Makers, were originally part of 
the 19th Century Knights of 


‘> 


Labor, Members of the union 
are employed at the U.S. Bu- 
reau of Engraving in Washing- 
ton, D. C. and by leading do- 
mestic producers of postage 
stamps, certificates, foreign cur- 
rency and other specially en- 
graved material. 

Their crafts include plate mak- 
ing, printing press operations, hand 
tracing, vignette engraving, etching, 
die molding and other allied work. 

One of the major concerns of 
the union these days is foreign 
competition, particularly in Great 
Britain where workers are paid 
roughly one-third of what Ameri- 
can workers earn. A number of 
American firms do their basic print- 
ing there. However, according to 
Mazza, his union is enjoying the 


cooperation of British unions which 
are endeavoring to increase wages 
and eliminate unfair competition. 

Except for the secretary-treas- 
urer of the Plate Makers, who re- 
ceives $750 a year for expenses, 
none of the union officers either on 
the international or local union 
level receives. any compensation. 
Each is paid by his local union or 
by the international union for ex- 
penses incurred for meetings and 
conventions. 

Members’ monthly dues range 
from $2.50 to $6, and current con- 
tracts provide for wages ranging 
from $95 to as much as $300 per 
week, depending on the type of 
work performed. 

The union’s next convention will 
be held in 1961 in Ottawa. 


nation, has called for passage of 
the Dirksen bill. 
Biemiller, describing Dirksen’s 


proposal as “shocking,” declared: . 


“Nothing is of greater or more 
legitimate concern to workers than 
their job security. Enlightened stu- 
dents of labor relations, including 
employers, recognize that employ- 
ers owe. an obligation to their 
workers and to society generally to 
provide maximum practicable con- 
tinuity of employment, to pay rea- 
sonable severance pay when Ilay- 
offs are inevitable, and to make 
decent provision for their workers’ 
old age. 

“Employers are, as the law now 
stands, obligated to engage in good 
faith discussion of all of these mat- 
ters with unions of their employes, 

and while employers are not re- 
quired to agree to any union pro- 
posal . . . the workers are free to 
strike if agreement is not reached.” 

Biemiller added that “the scales 
are already tipped against em- 
ployes” in efforts to negotiate job 
security. 


Colorado AFL-CIO 


'Re-Elects Cavendish 


Denver, Colo.—Executive Pres. 
George A. Cavendish and Execu- 


tive Vice Pres. R. C. Andersoa 
were re-elected by acclamation at 
the annual convention of the Colo- 


rado AFL-CIO Labor Council 


here. 

A. Toffoli of Pueblo, a member 
of the Hod Carriers, was elected 
executive secretary-treasurer by & 
5 to 4 margin over the incumbent, 
J. Clyde Williams of Denver. More 
than 300 delegates is sens 130 
locals attended, 
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AFL-CIO NEWS, WASHING’ 


aii Whildint to ‘Caidns 


Ges DIRKSEN of Winois, the Republican 
filed a menacing little bill that would han 
people faced.with automation joblessness by 
proeae existing under the Norris-La Guardia and other federal 
aws 


It would be impossible, under Dirksen’s bill, for a union to 
bargain legally on the question of layoffs, It would be impossible, 
under the Dirksen proposal, for workers to strike to protect job 
continuity and enforce safeguards in regard to layoffs and job 
rights, 


the problems of 


The presumption must be that Dirksen’s bill arises.from railroad] - 
lobbyists protesting a Supreme Court decision upholding the right] 
of workers on the Chicago & North Western Railroad to strike . 
Its impact is 


against a management decision to close stations. 
obviously broader: A major issue in the 1958-1960 bargaining of 
the Auto Workers, the Steelworkers and the railroad brotherhoods 
has been precisely the issue of job losses and the responsibility of 
the industries that have profited by the labor of the workers. 
The clumsy;: brutal solution Dirksen offers—a law to deprive 
unions of the right to effective protest—is a discredit to the senator 
and to the industry spokesmen who suckered him into it. 


Ailing Economy 


NCE AGAIN the cost of living, as measured in terms of 1947- 
49 prices, has jumped.~ The increase taken by itself is not 
overwhelming, but it is considerably more spectacular than the 
slow, steady rise experienced in other recent months. 
There has been a general trend, a persistent benchmark, identi- 
fying the. state of the economy in the aftermath of the recession 
that was supposed to have been ended long ago. 


Long-term joblessness continues to rise. The rate of unem- 
ployment has never yet dropped to the rate preceding the reces- 
sion. The cost of living has continued to rise. It is hard to argue 
that a combination of these three economic facts represents hardy 
good health. 


One-Third Plus One 


R. EISENHOWER’S VETO of the depressed-areas bill was 

sustained by the Senate, and the Administration has again 
proved that “one-third plus one” of either house is sufficient to 
control the government’s policy. It was nevertheless proper for 
the supporters of the bill to make the effort to override the veto. 
There is no other way in which their differences in viewpoint with 
the Administration can be highlighted. 


The President’s veto message carried language suggesting that 
anyone who disagreed with his analysis of the legislation was 
guilty of “pork-barrel” raids on the Treasury. This involves a _ 
kind of logic-in-circle. A pork-barrel raid is any expenditure of 
which the Budget Bureau disapproves, and Mr. Eisenhower hires 
the Budget Bureau people who dispense the advice. 


Everything and everybody is now fine and dandy except for the 
jobless workers and sinking economies of the areas of chronic dis- 
tress—and for the handful of Republican Senate liberals, including 
some ‘seeking re-election, who vainly appealed to the President to 
sign the bill. 
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by depriving them of}. 


In Wake of Scandals: 


‘Consumers Becoming Wiser 
And the Politicians Know It 


Colston E. Warne, president of Consumers 
Union, was one of the speakers at a Consumer 
Round Table sponsored by the Food & Drug 
-Administration. Following are excerpts from 
his talk: 


HIS PROMISES to be a decisive year for the 

consumer. Congressional hearings last year 
revealed leading networks, leading advertising 
agencies and leading advertisers to be joint part- 
ners in television fraud. The current Kefauver 
hearings have shaken American consumers of all 
ages; Covering as.they have the wide gamut 
from_phony automobile pricing practices to those 
of avaricious drug firms eager to capture the 
highest possible profit margin from the ailing and 
infirm, they have shocked the nation. 

The Federal Communications Commission has, 
in its hours of trial, provided an excellent exhibit 
of what a public service agency should not de- 
generate into. Only recently, under the impact 
of these many blows and under new leadership, 
has the Federal Trade Commission found new life 
after years of slumber. The Dept. of Agriculture 
has recently added its anti-consumer contribution 
by its efforts to abandon lamb grading. 

Indeed, in all Washington, the only consumer 
protective agency which has acquitted itself 
well has been the understaffed Food and Drug 
Administration which has had to stand up 
under unprecedented assaults ranging from 
cranberry and orange growers to drug and lip- 
stick manufacturers. 


WHILE BILLS to emasculate the Food and 
Drug Act and to reestablish fair trade continue 
to pour into the congressional hopper, a novel 
type of bill—consumer bills—have for the first 
time in many years begun to receive genuine and 
sympathetic consideration from congressmen who 
keep a close eye on the direction from which the 
wind is now blowing. 

The fact of the matter is that consumers are 
becoming educated and are not quite such easy 


victims for planned obsolescence championed by 


grinning television artists. 

‘Consumers cannot be content with such 
minor goals as having an occasional advisory 
committee and writing letters protesting some 
obvious frand. A primary goal in a consumer 


platform is to have a Dept. of the Consumer—_. 


am agency which should in its scope be as im- 


portant to the nation as a Dept. of Commerce © 


or a Dept. of Agriculture, 


A second consumer goal is that of protecting 
and expanding the existing consumer outposts in 
Washington, specifically the Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration and the Federal Trade Commission. 

The Federal Trade Commission has in recent 
months been somewhat rejuvenated by the emer- 
gence of a new and vigorous chairman, Earl 
Kintner. It is too early to say whether Mr. 
Kintner will receive sufficient support from the 
other commissioners and from his staff to make 
the agency a genuine consumer protection effort. 

A third plank in a consumer program is that 
of cleaning up the Federal Communications 
Commission. 

A fourth consumer plank is a bill to label the 
true cost of consumer credit. This bill, intro- 
duced by Senator Paul Douglas of Illinois calls 
for the disclosure of true finance charges on all 
consumer-credit transactions. The proposed law 
simply requires that all consumer-credit charges 
be stated in true-annual-interest terms, so that 
borrowers may be able to compare costs ‘between 
competing sellers and lenders. 

A fifth plank in a consumer program is to stop 
price hikes in goods in the so-called “administered 
price” category. The Kefauver hearings have 
vividly made evident that prices in a wide range 
of-goods bear scant relationship to costs. 

Another consumer plank is that of meat grad- 
ing. There-has been a months’ long seesaw on 
the part of Agriculture Sec. Benson between big- 
packer pressure and consumer insistence oa 
protection. 


CONSUMER PROGRAMS, at the state as 
well as the federal level, need to be developed in 


a dozen fields—in eliminating unsightly ae 
in preventing bait advertising, in eradicating the 


racket of fictitious pricing, in tightening laws 


definition of the “cost of doing business.” 
Seldom has there been a time in which the 


consumer movement has been more vigorous, — 
from the Genéral 
» Federation of Women’s Clubs to the AFL-CIO, 


National organizations, 


have placed consumer programs on their agendas. 
Schools and colleges are increasingly using com 
sumer materials in classes. 
pectations still outrun our 
a considerable number of new 
protection measures, — 
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; Crackup 6f Sumit Cdilierence 
Helping to Make Political Hay 


(This column is excerpted from the nighily 
broadcasts of Edward P. Morgan, ABC commen- 
tator sponsored by the AFL-CIO, Listen to Mor- 
gan over the ABC network Monday through 
Friday at 7 p. m., EDT.) 


7“ WASHINGTON WERE the capital of Utopia 
and all the politicians were paragons, the scene 
here would be one of orderly Aya and 
bipartisan pursuit of the 
most enlightend policy 
possible to repair the dam- 
ge suffered at the summit. 
But! Washington can be a 
meam, petty town, espe- 
tially in a presidential 
dlection year. 

Both parties are being 
mnly: about half responsi- 
ble, partly because both 
Republicans and Demo- f4 
rats are jockeying for po- Morgan 
litical-advantage and each 

is trying to make it look as if the other were 
playing the exclusive role of villain. 

Hence, while Vice Pres. Nixon is risking un- 
popularity with rightwingers in his own party by 
appealing to Republicans in the House to support 
the Administration’s foreign aid program as a 
vital instrument of U.S. policy, he barks the im- 
plication that Democrats are being irresponsible 
to raise questions about the conduct of policy. 


His colleague, Senate Minority Leader Dirk- 
sen, made himself vulnerable to charges of ir- 
responsibility by quoting a repudiated “in 
view” in a Paris newspaper as proof that Adlai 
Stevenson would appease Khrushchev. 


Dirksen’s gamey gamesmanship will be hard to 
match. But behind and apart from the evolvy- 


ing debate on foreign policy, a couple of obscurely — 


powerful Democratic congressmen are victimizing 
government projects whose importance, ironically 


enough, has been increased, by the recent turn of | 


events, 

Mention the name of Rep. John J. Rooney of 
Brooklyn at the State Dept. and the place becomes 
a petrified forest of apprehension. Mention the 
name of Rep. Otto E. Passman of Louisiana to 
a representative of the mutual security program 
and a similar paralysis sets in against a back- 
ground pulsating with profane frustration. 


Washington Reports: 
Summit Failure 
For Aid Funds, 


HE FAILURE of the summit conference in 

Paris makes substantial appropriations for 
Mutual security imperative, Sen. John Sparkman 
(D-Ala.) and Sen. Alexander Wiley (R-Wis.) 
agreed as they were interviewed on Washington 
Reports to the People, AFL-CIO public service 
progvam, heard on 350 radio stations. 

“The Khrushchev tantrum in Paris provided 
one more bit of evidence that the East-West 
struggle—rather than diminishing—will in all 
likelihood continue sharply on all fronts in the 
future,” Wiley asserted. } 

Sparkman declared that: “Khrushchev, of 
course, is going to appeal to the so-called un- 
committed nations of the world.” 


Both senators, members of the Senate Foreign - 


Relations Committee, were asked about reports 


that the Mutual Security appropriation will be cut — 


$1.5 billion from the authorization just voted by 
Congress. 

“There is always talk of big cuts about the 
time the bill hits the appropriations committees,” 
Sparkman said. “There may be some cuts, but 
I doubt there will be anything like that... . The 
‘ppropriations committees have not acted yet, 
and [ think they certainly will have this (summit 


conference failure) well in ‘mind in any actions © 


they might take.” 


Wiley answered: “I think new conditions in 


Europe will help the appropriations go through. 
Ithiak Congress will act responsibly.” He added:_ 


! 


. they use it in their own peculiar ways. A master 


studies on arms control. : - 


_ almost exactly half the entire program. 


“testify all on a Saturday morning with a time al- 


will, I believe, add new emphasis to the need for 


° obtained.” 

Technical assistance, another part of the pro- 
gram, “is just about the smallest item,” Sparkman 
said, “but measured from the amount of money 
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' As chairmen of two appropriations subcom- 
mittees, these honorable gentlemen have inordi- 
nate influence on American foreign policy and 


of detail, Rooney rides herd on the State Dept. 
budget with the ruthlessness of a prosecutor— 
which he once was. Feapene poe oe eee 
ing to Rooney’s whim, 

At a time hink te Aikealabsireiiia ts is sup- 
posed to be mounting a major effort on dis- 
armament, he chose this session to axe a State 
Dept. request for $400,000—one-hundred — 
thousandth of the defense budget—for various 


Passman, a delightedly dedicated foe of foreign 
aid except, apparently, for Franco Spain, is flexing 
his prerogatives even more menacingly. He is 
intent on cutting the heart out of the foreign aid 
money bill, the size of the slice ranging upwards 
by various predictions to $2 billion, which is 


PASSMAN HAS BEEN CONDUCTING hear- 
ings on the measure with breath-taking disregard 
of objectivity or fairness, delicately referring to 
government witnesses as “liars” and their testi- 
mony as “stinking.” He invited some 30 major 
national organizations favoring the program to 


lotment of 10 minutes each. To an America 
First group headed by a fancier of the late Sen. 
McCarthy and of the notorious pamphleteer, 
Joseph Kamp, Passman gave a day and a half 
for testimony against the bill. 

Responsible leaders of both parties have long 
since subscribed to the principle of foreign aid. 
One scandal or one stupidity in the administra- 
tion of the program is one scandal or one stupid- 
ity too many but the basic meaning of the whole 

_ idea is to contribute to the economic health of 
our allies and the so-called neutral countries so 
they can be strong enough to be free. 


A major weakness has been a lack of continuity, 
preventing the fruition of long-range projects. But 
a major weakness in any Democratic critique of 
Administration foreign policy now is the spectacle 
of Passman trying to emasculate foreign aid at a 
time when an adequate, wisely administered pro- 
gram is needed most, 


Points up Need 
Senators Say 


“The renewal of the tough Stalinist line—as 
evidenced by Khrushchev at the Paris meeting— 


maintaining strong, effective cooperation among 
the free nations ‘of the world to hold off Commu- 
nist aggression.” 


BOTH SPARKMAN AND WILEY stressed 
the point that most defense-support money in the 
Mutual Security bill goes to countries on the bor- 
der of Communist Russia and China: South Korea, 
Formosa, Pakistan, Turkey, Greece, Iran, Laos 
and South Vietnam. Sparkman, in talking about 
defense support, asserted: 

“Take Korea and Turkey, for instance. 
They have military forces far beyond their 
economic ability to maintain and they are two 
of the strongest bulwarks that we have against 
Communist aggression.” 

Wiley reminded listeners: “The program re- 
flects a realistic effort to fulfill our responsibilities 
as a world leader; in addition, it represents self- 
interest in providing the nation with greater pro- 
tection at less cost than could otherwise be 
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THE HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE headed by Rep. Phil Lan- 


drum (D-Ga.) heard about nine weeks of; exhaustive testimony on 
minimum wages before it closed off its labors, and the subcommit- 


tee was expected to buck the whole issue up to the full House 


Committee on Labor. This is procrastination by conservative con- 


gressional coalition; Mr. Landrum the’ Georgia Democrat, along 
with the Republican subcommittee members, disbelieves in improv- 
ing minimum wages. 

The subcommittee nevertheless received some testimony that 
could have been usefully emphasized, such as the testimony of Mrs. 
Mary Dublin Keyserling that the number of low-income peop 
has been increasing in recent years. 1. ‘o 

Mrs. Keyserling, testifying for the ‘National Consumers League, 
cited government statistics to show that the number of families or 
“consumer units” earning less than’ $1,000 a year had jumped 
from 3.4 million in 1952 to 3.7 million in 1958. The number re- 
ceiving less than $2,000 .n op oy income increased’ from 9.5 mil- 
lion to 9.6 million. 

Tish lenwtth bent clapling Shetiinkét tended wettah Gf ebvasky 
remain in our affluent society, and: that a low-wage policy in 
many industries and a few sections is substantially responsible. 

There has been a tendency to fasten the “low-wage” label on 
southern employers, but in this as in other matters some misunder- 
standing is involved. The fiercest lobbyists against protection of 
millions of workers have been the; wealthy, powerful retail depart- 
ment stores and chain stores, controlled by remote northern man- 
agers and sprawled all over the country in their sales outlets. 

. & . : 


SEN. BARRY GOLDWATER (R-Ariz.) is quoted as follows by 
Murray Kempton of the New York Post in regard to the medical- 
handout program advanced by Sec. Arthur S. Flemming as a substi 
tute for the Forand social security bill: 

“Three days before the Medicare plan was announced, I went 
to a legislative meeting with the President and he pounded the 
table and said that so long as he was President the federal gov- 
ernment would not spend one cent for aid to the aged. And 
then this comes out.” 

There is no reason to disbelieve the senator from Arizona in his 
expression of disillusion with Mr. Eisenhower. He sometimes also 
seems disillusioned with Vice Pres..Nixon, and thinks he has the 
duty of warning Mr. Nixon that “millions” of dead-end-kid Re- 
publicans will sulk at home and refuse to vote if the Vice Presi- 
dent acts too “liberal.” 


It is perfectly possible to accept the Goldwater testimony that 
Mr. Eisenhower, three days before Flemming went up to Capitol 
Hill with a “plan” for the aged, was refusing to acknowledge that 
any such thing was necessary. Mr. Flemming began his assault 
on the White House fortress, to compel it to recognize the need 
for “a plan,” last November, and for many weeks it was by no 
means certain that he could get any plan past the Budget Bureau, 
= > o 


ONE SCARCELY DARES to say it, but among the most sensible 
speeches of 1960 was an address on federal intervention in local 
affairs to a national convention of parent-teachers’ groups by Dr. 
Harry D. Gideonse, president of Brooklyn College. 

Dr. Gideonse assailed the sacred slogans about “local control 
of the schools”—which he pointed out meant many substandard 
school systems, resisting consolidation into sensible districts and 
lacking study oi foreign languages and a good many other subjects. 

His major point was that the fetish against “federal intervention” 
in local affairs is celebrated by political philosophers whose con- 
stituents have benefited for decades from expensive if entirely justi- 
fiable federal programs—for the farmers, for example. Two-thirds 
of our people now live in cities and their suburban areas, Dr. 
Gideonse pointed out, but if anyone. mentions the need of cities for 
slum clearance and urban renewal there is a pretense that the moral 
fiber of the nation has rotted. — 


KHRUSHCHEV’S UPSET OF THE SUMMIT makes any cut ia 
mutual security appropriations unlikely according to Sen. Alexandes 
Wiley (R-Wis.), left, and Sen. John J. Sparkman (D-Ala), both 
members of the Foreign Relations Committee. They were inte 
viewed ‘Ge. Washihgtot Report: 0 ' tie. Penge, “APL-ClO pulls 


spent, it is the best.” 


service radio program, 
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How fo Buy. it 
Social Security| 
Isn't Sufficient | 


- By Sidney Margolius 


c ONFERENCES ON RETIREMENT problems recently held in 

various states have brought out significant financial facts that 
even workers who have some years to go ought to know about. As 
Sen. Eugene McCarthy (D-Minn.) remarked at a Cleveland confer- 
ence, despite the increase in life expectancy the death rate is still 
100 percent. So’s the retirement rate: ; 

This department has estimated a 
minimum budget for a retired couple 
based on data from the Community 
Council of Greater New York; the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics and other 
agencies. 

Here is approximately what this 
budget would run in a typical U.S. 
city at today’s prices: 


Monthly 

OE OE fancacee © Gaee 
Housing, utilities ......... 77.00 
Medical care ............ 18.00 
Clothing ........... hes > ee 
Other goods, services ...... 40.00 
Total ..5..5.5..5.-. $210.00 


The total would be somewhat higher in the West, especially in 
California, and a little less in the East. 

This budget is really the minimum. It allows only a dollar a 
day per person for food, and just a two or three-room rented apart- 
ment. It would provide a retirement of shabby respectability. You 
could pay your basic bills. But you couldn’t own a car on it, nor 
have much recreation, nor any margin to cope with an expensive 
medical disaster. 

Actually, most of the already-retired workers this reporter met 
at the conferences estimated that you really need about $250 a 
- month for modestly-comfortable retirement. Florida state author- 
ities, who have had a lot of experience with retirement expenses, 
also warn retirees they should have about $250 a month. 


LOOKING AT THIS ESTIMATE of modest living costs for a 
retired couple in a large city, you can see your potential problems 
are: : 

@ Insufficient income to cover even a very modest budget. Even 
maximum social security currently payable to a retired couple, of 
$180 a month, falls noticeably short of the minimum budget. 

@ Housing takes an unusual slice of the retired couple’s budget— 
37 percent compared to the more usual 33 percent. Housing is the 
largest expense. The housing allotment in this budget includes 
furnishings, cleaning supplies and utilities. 

@ Medical care also looms notoriously large in a retired 
worker’s budget. It’s given 9 percent of the income compared to 
the 512 per cent younger families typically spend. 

@ Present Social Security rules are hard on widows especially. 
A widow gets only three-fourths the amount payable to her husband, 
or to put it another way, half what they got together. But her living 
costs are more than 50 percent. Typical living costs of a single 
person are about 70 percent of those of a couple. Thus, the most 
a widow can get from Social Security at this time is $90 a month. 
But the costs of this minimum budget for a single person would be 
close to $150 today. 


YOU DON’T have to be an economics expert to look at these 
estimated living costs and see what’s most urgently needed to assure 
retirees at least shabby respectability. 

Most obvious need is to provide hospital and surgical insurance 
through the social security system. At the various retirement con- 
ferences-the big plea was for the Forand bill. In fact, at the Lake- 
wood, N. J., retirement conference, the delegates ignored the hotel’s 
evening entertainment until the master of ceremonies hit on the idea 
of introducing the entertainers as supporting the Forand bill. 

Another critical need is moderate-cost housing. If a couple 
can arrange mortgage payments during their working years so 
their house is paid up on retirement, they will have taken a big 
step toward solving this costliest problem. 

But many working families can’t manage this. Other potential 
solutions are cooperative housing or government-sponsored develop- 
ments that will provide three-room apartments for $60-$75 a month 
including utilities. 

ANOTHER URGENT NEED is for financial, medical and nu- 
tritional counseling of older people. They are the targets of a num- 
ber of health rackets, real-estate promoters, nutritional fads and 
imsurance promotions. The mails, ads and TV commercials are 
filled with promotions for miracle medicines, vitamin preparations, 
special diagnostic machines and vibrators guaranteed to cure every- 
thing from falling hair to high blood pressure. 

Another promotion that has been hitting retired families is 
furnace remodeling. Salesmen go into older houses and offer a 
furnace cleaning at no cost. In actual cases the ” have 
knocked holes in furnaces to convince older folks they need new 
ones, although neither the age of the couple nor of the house 

such a purchase. 

Oe cae oe Tac Biciocsis said ete witincuilea ses ‘wary 
aware of the furnace racket, the promoters now remove the old 
furnace completely, so no one can tell whether a new one really was 
needed. 


(Copyright 1960 by Sidney Margolius) 


MODERN MEDICAL INSTRUCTION techniques will be carried to the developing countries of the 
world aboard the combined hospital and training ship “Hope” when the project of the People-to. | 
People Health Foundation gets under way. AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany has asked the presidents | 
of national and international unions to urge contributions from their locals to the — 
project, which was endorsed at the 1959 AFL-CIO convention in San Francisco. : 


People-to-People Medical Rid: 


FL-CIO PRES. GEORGE MEANY, with 
the full backing of the Executive Council, 

has given a shot in the arm to the move to get 
“Project Hope” out of the mothballs and off to 


mission. 

“Project Hope” is the plan of the People-to- 
People Health Foundation to take the Navy hos- 
pital ship “Consolation” out of the mothball fleet, 
rename it the “Hope,” and send it to the under- 
developed areas of the world to help by teaching 
some of the techniques of attack on one phase of 
the vicious circle of disease, ignorance and sub- 
standard economic development from which so 
much human misery flows. 

A campaign to raise $3.5 million to get the 
project off to a good start has been under way 
for months. Meany has now asked the presi- 
dents of all national and international unions 
to write their locals urging them to contribute 
to “Project Hope” a donation from their treas- 
uries equal to 10 cents per member. 

Meany also asked the national and interna- 
tional presidents to tell their members through 
the locals that “Project Hope” is aimed at bring- 
ing the skills of the American medical and health 
professions to people in countries where medical 
knowledge is scant and good health is rare. 

The immediate objective is to get the 15,000- 
ton, 800-bed hospital ship to Southeast Asia this 


year. 

“Project Hope” is not a government operation. 
It is simply a matter of the people of one country 
—the United States—helping the people of other 
countries who need aid in fighting to build the 
good health on which they can call in striving for 
improved standards of living, greater productivity, 
self-reliance and true independence. 

It is based on the belief that too often the 
best-intentioned efforts of government and in- 
ternational organizations are suspect, but that 
when individuals reach out to help, barriers 
ean be crossed more easily, teaching is more 
effective and understanding on both sides comes 
more easily. 

The AFL-CIO convention in San Francisco last 
year “strongly” endorsed “Project Hope” after 
hearing it explained by Dr. William B. Walsh, 
president of the People-to-People Health Founda- 
tion. Meany is a member of the board of 
directors. a 

THE HOSPITAL SHIP is envisioned as a 
floating medical center and school that will carry 
the modern concept of health to the people who 
need it most. It will be essentially a teaching op- 
eration, though not excluding treatment, directed 
toward the medical professions and the auxiliary 
medical and health services of countries it will 

visit only upon the invitation of their medical 

men. Especially it will show its “students” how 
to pass on their newly-acquired skills to their 
associates. 

It will have teaching and clinical facilities 


aboard, and in addition will have mobile units 


Southeast Asia on a goodwill floating medical ” 


Labor Urged to Launch 
HOPE on Asian Mission 


which will carry imstruction and treatment in- | 
land to areas far from port cities. These will 
include units for epidemiological research, nu- 
tritional research, sanitation and public health, 
and other specialties to be determined by local 
needs, 


The hospital-school ship will be manned by 
civilian seamen and will be operated without fee 
by the American President Lines. 


The medical staff will include both full time 


and rotating personnel from the top levels of their ' 


professions. The permanent staff will be made up 
of -10 to 15 physicians who are experts in their | 
various fields; two dentists, 20 graduate nurses 
and 20 auxiliary personnel. In addition, a rotat- 
ing staff of 35 physicians will carry out four- 
month turns of duty. 

Work of preparing the ship is already under 
way. It has been repainted and given its new 
name, and the red crosses that warn off war craft 
have been brightened. 


THE FINANCING to complete the job and to 
maintain the “Hope” once it leaves the West 
Coast on its career of mercy will depend entirely 
upon donations from private sources, including 


organized labor. The depth of the need for its. 


services is attested to by the fact that already it’ 
has received invitations from the medical pro- 
fessions of Indonesia, Korea, Vietnam, Okinawa, 
Pakistan and other countries. 

Southeast Asia was selected for the first ven- 
ture because of the great need for raising the level 
of medical care, plus the fact that a ship is the 
ideal way to reach large numbers of its people. 

Meany asked the contributions from local 
unions be channeled to their internationals, and 


thence to AFL-CIO Sec.-Treas. William F. | 


Schnitzler for transfer to the foundation. 


“The boss gave me an extended coffee break.” i 
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‘s Housing | 
o Meet U.S. Needs 


The AFL-CIO has called again for congressional passage of 
mprehensive housing legislation based on bills sponsored by 


p. Albert D. Rains (D-Ala.) in order to “bring good housing 
Within the financial reach of the average American family.” 
At the same time, a federation spokesman told Rains’ House 


the bill would help stem the cur- 
sat downturn in the home build- 
g industry. 

Boris Shishkin, secretary of the 
\fL-CIO Housing Committee, de- 
ured that if the sharp housing 
is left unchecked it could lead 
yanother recession just as declines 
shousing activity “helped to pre- 
bpitate” the 1953-54 and 1957-58 
recessions, 
‘Indifference’ Charged 

With housing starts running at a 
e of only 1.1 million annually, 
l@mpared with estimated needs of 
13 million new units a year for 
he next 10 years, Shishkin ac- 
wsed the Administration of “in- 
ifference” to the nation’s need. 
The Administration’s sole con- 
fibution to revive housing con- 
yruction, he’ said, has been to re- 
juce down payments on houses 
rnging from $15,000 to $26,000 in 
price by sums of from $50 to $500. 
Shishkin charged the move would 
treed “false complacency” which 
ould delay effective congressional 
tion. 

“What is needed more than 
anything else,” he declared, “is 
the exercise of responsible lead- 
ership by the executive branch of 
the federal government.” 

He praised recent House ap- 
proval of Rains’ $1 billion emer- 
gency housing measure designed to 
pump new life into the sagging 
home building industry by freeing 
extra funds for FHA and VA 
mortgages. The measure, now 
awaiting Senate action, will make 
an “important contribution” toward 
maintaining a prosperous economy, 
he said. It is approved by the 
Eisenhower Administration. 


Omnibus Bill Approved 

Shishkin said, however, that 
“more than emergency legislation 
is needed to meet the rapidly ex- 
panding housing needs of the na- 
tion.” He called for prompt ap- 
proval of Rains’ omnibus bill 
“geared to the long-term housing 
requirements of all American fam- 

‘He urged appropriation of 
$600 million a year for a 10- 


ynking subcommittee, enactment® 


year period for urban renewal, 
as requested by the U.S. Con- 
ference of Mayors, to permit 
cities to undertake a “full-scale, 
long-range attack against the 
blight and slums that are threat- 
ening to engulf them.” 

Shishkin also endorsed a provi- 
sion to make available 60-year 
loans at 2 percent interest—the 
same rate used by the Rural Elec- 
trification Administration for the 
past 25 years—to finance middle- 
income housing for families dis- 
placed by urban renewal programs. 
At least $1 billion Should be author- 
ized at the outset, he said, to per- 
mit construction of 75,000 to 80,- 
000 units. 

The AFL-CIO spokesman also 
called for: 

e@ Authorization of at least $50 
million in additional funds to fi- 
nance FHA-insured cooperative 
housing projects. 

@ Restoration of the public 
housing authorization in the Hous- 
ing Act of 1949 to permit construc- 
tion of an additional 100,000 units 
“as quickly as possible.” 

@ Appropriation of at least $50 
million in added funds for the pro- 
gram of direct loans for housing 
for the elderly launched last year. 

@ An increase of $4 billion in 
the FHA insurance authorization. 

@ Reduction in the FHA insur- 


ance premium from the present- 


one-half of 1 percent to one-quarter 
of 1 percent. 

@ Protection of homeowners 
against foreclosure in the event of 
temporary unemployment, illness 
or other emergency. 

®@ Federal action to bar discrim- 
ination in housing because of race, 
color, creed or national origin. 

@ Authorization of $500 million 
for college housing. 

@ Adoption of an “effective 
farm housing program to make 
good homes available to rural fam- 
ilies.” 

@ Requirement of payment of 
prevailing wages in any housing 
construction involving federal 
grants, loans, guarantees or insur- 
ance, 


Georgia Court Upholds 


Union’s Merger Order 


Atlanta, Ga.—Fhe Georgia Supreme Court has unanimously 
upheld the right of Intl. Pres. William A. Calvin and the executive 
council of the Boilermakers & Blacksmiths to merge two local 


lodges. 


_“The charter of a local union,” the state’s highest court ruled, 
“is subject to all of the conditions®— 


contained in the constitution and 
bylaws of the parent organization, 
which constitute a contract be- 
tween the parent union and the 
bcal union and its members. 

“The rule (to this effect) in 
Georgia is the general rule 2 the 
Mtisdictions of this country? 

The court pointed out that the 
union’s constitution gives the 
President “unlimited power ‘to 
Consolidate” offices and district 
and subordinate lodges when it 
is regarded as desirable for the 
geod of the union, 

The consolidation involved 
Lodge 554 at Brunswick and Lodge 
% at Savannah, both of which op- 


State primarily in the construction 

throughout Georgia. The 
Merger was ordered 18 months ago 
Calvin and the Executive Coun- 


cil on the ground that the state 
could not support two lodges, 

Business Agent C. K. Curry and 
Sec.-Treas C. T. McCullough of 
Lodge 554 objected and went to 
court seeking an injunction barring 
the merger. The international 
union appealed the lower-court in- 
junction and won the reversal from 
the Supreme Court. 

“There are no_ allegations of 
fraud, accident or mistake,” - the 
ruling said, “on the part of the in- 
ternational president, the executive 
council of the international union 
or the person designated by the 
president (Vice Pres. C. S. Massey) 
to effect a consolidation . . . and 
no right is shown in the plaintiffs 
to oppose the consolidation of the 
local unions, which consolidation 
would terminate their offices in Lo- 
cal Union 554.” 


A WATER-BORNE TAXI gets a Seafarers’ representative on board a lake freighter in the St. 


Clais 


River. The “taxi” is a 26-foot speedboat owned by SIU and used to provide union service for crews 
on board cargo carriers. The SIU boat carries a loudspeaker system for use in organizing campaigns, 


Union-Owned Launch Ferries 


SIU Agents to Crews on Lakes 


en 


Algonac, Mich.—“Get on board,” the union song advises—and that’s what the Seafarers are do- 
ing in the busy St. Clair River with the aid of their own 26-foot speedboat, 

SIU representatives, unwilling to wait six hours for the end of a freighter trip between Detroit and 
Port Huron, Mich., use a launch to board Great Lakes freighters as they move up and down the river 
connecting the upper and lower lakes. 


That saves a lot of time, and it 


enables SIU representatives to get 
the maximum good out of visits to 
crews and captains as the bulk car- 
riers move without reducing speed. 

This unique water taxi service 
started this year, when SIU bought 
its own launch. It has proved so 
satisfactory that the union has been 
able to service twice as many ships 
as before. 

Last shipping season SIU rent- 
ed J. W. Westcott Co. launches 
to get staff members on board 
freighters as they passed Detroit 
or Port Huron, but the staffers 
had to wait until the ship 
reached the other end of the 
river to disembark after com- 
pleting their business. 

Most freighters do not stop in 
the St. Clair or Detroit Rivers. They 
pick up mail and boarding parties 
from launches. 

Shipping companies with SIU- 
contracts have agreed to a regular 
shipboard grievance procedure. 
Grievances that cannot be worked 
out between SIU representatives 
and the freighter captain are sub- 
mitted to shore procedure, then to 
arbitration if that step is needed. 

The SIU launch can call ships 
by radio telephone, and ask the 
captain’s permission to board. The 
union boat has two 100-horsepow- 
er Gray Maine engines, powerful 
enough to pace the fastest freight- 
ers on the lakes. Its sturdy con- 
struction can withstand the rough- 
est river weather without strain. 

Chief benefit of the new serv- 
ice, the union’s Great Lakes dis- 
trict says, is that the STU can go 
to its members when it is most 


Ship Safety Programs 
Reduce Injury Rate 


New York — Shipboard safety 
programs are producing results be- 
cause of a joint program of the 
Seafarers and 70 shipping com- 
panies, SIU reported in the first 
edition of a new publication called 
“Safety Line.” Irwin Spivack is 


editor, 
The four-page three-column tab- 
loid says accident rates have 


dropped by 30 to 60 percent on 
some lines. The average industry 
rate has decreased from 7.30 in 
1957 to 5.12 in 1959. Joe Algina, 
SIU safety director, said safety 
training films will be shown soon 
to SIU seamen at New York dock 


locations, 


convenient for them. Otherwise 
port agents would have to wait 
for ships to dock, and crews to 
give up part of their short shore 
leave, to meet. Most freighters 
are in port only from four to 
eight hours. 

The SIU launch is equipped with 
a public address system. That en- 
ables union men to talk to unor- 
ganized crews, and to conduct 


“sales” campaigns with the aid of 
recordings. 

Just ended is a drive to organize 
seamen on ships of the Pioneer, 
Buckeye and Steinbrenner-Kins- 
man fleets. Labor board elections 
have been held on those ships, and 
another will start June 1 in the 
Interlake fleet, operated by Pick- 
ands Mather & Co. SIU has con 
tracts with 25 other lake fleets. 


False Inflation Issue « 


Seen Blocking Progress 


The United States in recent years has concentrated attention, 
efforts and policies “on the wrong economic and social issues,” Nat 
Goldfinger, assistant director of the AFL-CIO Dept. of Research, 
told the annual meeting of the National Industrial Conference 


Board. 


&- 
L 


Goldfinger declared we have “ig- 
nored or shunted aside the major 
economic and social issues of our 
time, and failed even to deal with 
the actual problem of a slowly up- 
creeping price level.” 

“Under the leadership of business 
and Administration spokesmen,” 
he asserted, “the nation has con- 
centrated much of its attention in 
the decadent effort to defeat a non- 
existent runaway inflation instead 
of concentrating on economic 
growth to meet our national 
needs—more adequate national de- 
fense and public services, adjust- 
ments to radical technological 
change, elimination of poverty at 
home, technical and economic aid 
for the less developed areas of the 
world. 

“This creeping rise of the price 
level has been falsely diagnosed 
as runaway inflation, based on 
the fiction of excessive general 
demands and widespread short- 
ages, and it has been blown up 
for propaganda purposes into an 
overriding national economic is- 
sue, to be combated at all cost 

- by depressing the rise of demand 
for goods and services from both 
the private sector of the economy 
and the federal government.” 


The result since 1953, Gold- 
finger said, has been a “condition 
of near-stagnation” that has seen 
the rise in the real volume of out- 
put cut to the point where it has 
become not much greater than the 
population growth. In addition, 
while: 5 ‘million persons have joined 
the labor force, fewer than 1 mil- 
lion new fulltime jobs have been 


created in the past seven years and 
all employment has increased by 
only 2.9 million. The number of 
unemployed, on the other hand, 
had doubled, he said. 

Productivity Big Factor 

Goldfinger told the conference 
board that productivity “obviously” 
will be a factor im collective bar- 
gaining in the period ahead, “and 
it may be a factor of growing im- 
portance.” 

“The trade union movement 
hopes,” he said, “that the economic 
and social environment in the 
period ahead will be considerably 
different from what it has been in 
recent years—a faster rate of eco- 
nomic growth, a greater degree of 
utilization of productive capacity 
and manpower, an easier adjust- 
ment to radical technological 
change, a better atmosphere for 
labor-management relations, and, 
above all, a much greater sense of 
national purpose.” 


Texas Labor Names 4 | 
Scholarship Winners 


Austin, Tex.—Winner of a $500 
award for the best essay in the 
Texas State AFL-CIO’s college- 
scholarship contest was Marilya 
Preusse, Austin, for an essay on 
“Labor’s Role in Our Society.” 

An essay On “Do We Need 
Unions?” won the $250 second 
award for Deanna McGuire of 
Gilliland. Fifteen other essayists 
will get $50 to $250, when they 
register in college, from local 
unions affiliated with the state AFL~ 
Clo, 
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ef 1960.5 h d if f it ttt Longshore Compensation::. Std a A 
H sche We LOL || [17 Drama Besed on 7 
| |. Sacco-Vanzetti Case Pj I B f + I 
‘Union Conventions ||| Pier Injury Benefit | J 
| abedaeg U 
ay ||] television men 
a _ Herewith is a revised list of conventions scheduled for the re- | |. d¥ama based on thie Sacco. Betterments rged 4 
| (mainder of 1960\by: AFL-CIO national ana international unions | | Vanzettt case from. 8:30 to 
and by federation departments and state central bodies. Addi- Pe ve ine song gated Organized labor has mounted a drive to win from: Congress the 
tions and changes will be reported, Scores of labor figures sorry oipaalge penn ely paso! a the I ope "Se ie + 
’ en’sh 
DATE - ORGANIZATION PLACE participated in the fight to | | & Harbor Workers’ Compensation Act, jie = . * 
May 30-June 3 Clothing Workers ti; Miami Beach, Fla. tackony gy - ~ Labor “urgently” asks favorable action on pending bills tof. 
May 30-June 4 Textile Workers Union - = Chicago, Til. - meo Vanzetti, a fish peddler, factieve these snd. qiher tnpnie-? mum to $121 per week; raise the Dr 
; ments, AFL-CIO Legislative Rep. 
June 6-9 ~ Michigan . Grand Rapids, Mich. from execution in Massachu- Walter J. Mason told a House La.|™inimum to $26 a week and sqf Y° 
June 6-9 Musicians Las Vegas, Nev. setts in 1927 following their | | 1... subcommittee. He also testified |™2ximum death benefits at $121 fo 
June 8-10 Ohio ~ Cleveland, O.. conviction of a 1920 payroll for.. the AFL-CIO Metal Trades|2 Week- ae 
June 9-10 Pennsylvania ~ Pittsburgh, Pa. holdup-marder. Many con- PDept. and the Washington Central| Mason said setting the maximum if 
June 9-11 South Dakota Aberdeen, S. D. - | ad eee ae tn | | Labor Council benefit, at $70 a week would restore: 
June 13-15 Idaho Idaho Falls, Ida. belief im anarchism and that | | The Longshoremen’s Act, first|th€ Principle of two-thirds of thei: 
June 13-17 Communications Workers ° St.Louis, Mo. their guilt was not proved at | [Passed in 1927 and last amended in average wage loss ly to those ie 
June 13-24 Railroad Telegraphers.- — © Chicago, Ill. thelr telel. 1956, covers longshoremen, ship earning up “4 be estan the i 
June 16 Montana Miles City, Mont. The NBC program, “The | |7Ptitmen, harbor workers and) ee ey average pis - 4 
June 19-24 Leather Goods, Plastics Atlantic City, N. J. Sacco-Vanzetti Story,” is the | | bt off-shore workers; all work-| . hh’ Meter, tee at 
Loe ee 2 ers for private employers in the|*@S is much higher, noted, § 
& Novelty work of Reginald Rose, one District " Col “They pa while the average weekly wage inf: 
June 23-25 Maine _ Portland, Me. of television’s leading ‘play- |-|5P °C ernment contractors at de | the district in 1959 was $87. | 
June 27-July 1 a Cutters & Butcher Atlantic City, N. 3. ge oa ae Mies tee Galle Ot 08 public works Other bills pending deal with the. 
orkmen ; Mex Emmy projects overseas. fuller protection of employe righy 
June 27-July 1 Newspaper Guild nang Ee award. Congress has’ responsibility, | #4 administration of the program ff» 
June 27-July 1 Potters Seattle, . Maso ‘ Exec. Vice Pres. Patrick J. Con 
eo oe sew (Cheap Labor | imei sat mesic [pay of te Toepteenen, at 
inders » il. . The on be of some 75; 0 
July 25 Glass & Ceramic New York, N. Y. Pp ik he ain 1 + aneneomens workers in East Coast, Gulf and§ a 
July 28-30 Kansas Kansas City, Kan, Im orts Worr by government accident figures Great Lakes em rts; declared the un ff 
Aug. 1-5 Oregon Baker, Ore. p bf for 1959 on workers covered by |i0n is “alarmed” over the way the Bt 
Aug. 1-6 Thesteioal ‘Stags Saplofes. Chicago, HL Trade Ge the act. ect has been allowed to lag behind 13 
Aug. 810 Utah Salt Lake City, Utah rade Lroup -_ die ssid there were 187 deaths| | Senos Naren Wo aaa 
exas Dallas, Tex. om on-the-job accidents and there “aon 2 gree: 
per oii ce Intl. Union Pocatello, Ida. MB ., un a rane (Gane were these injuries: 29,663 long- ee sit choosing | doctors; -Goii 
Label League is making an effort at its three- ee eee and $70 acttomn a tine fits : 
Aug. 15 California Sacramento, Calif. week meeting here to solve the magn defense base workers and vp ta h ded” oil Beco) 
‘ s 4 , 968 private employes in the Dis- Ty much needed bill spon 
Aug. 15-18 Special Delivery Brooklyn, N. Y. problems raised by instances Of} trict. The total: 89,392. sored by Rep. Dominick V. Daniek 9, 
Messengers sudden flooding of world markets!  yyason described as “commend-|(D-N. J.) to protect employe rights | 
Aug. 15-19. Teachers Dayton, O. with low-priced goods produced] sie” efforts to improve medical 
Aug. 15-20 = Photo Engravers Louisville, Ky. by cheap labor. care the bills sponsored by Rep. 3 Honored for : 
Aug. 16-18 Iowa Sioux City, Ia. The major industrial nations are|tames Roosevelt (D-Calif) and : 
Aug. 19-21 Nevada Las Vegas, Nev. seeking to reconsider protection of | Rep, Herbert Zelenko (DN.Y). | Work on Aging 
Aug. 20-26 Typographical Union Denver, Colo. the relatively high living standards] “These pills would give injured SR pets 
: cP Sea of their own citizens and the need . New York—Citations for out 
Aug. 21-27 Letter Carriers Cincinnati, O. to help the developing and other| WO the right to choose @ doc-| nding work on behalf of the 
Aug. 22-24 Postal Transport Cincinrtati, O. low-wage countries to expand their tor from a panel assembled by the aging have been presented to three 
Aug. 22:26 ‘Technical Engineers Toronto, Ont., Canada international trade and thus raise|°™PlOver- At present, the.worker| on. by District. 65, Retail, 
Aug. 22-27 _- Post Office Clerks St. Louis, Mo. their living standards, mist ncept the employer's choicé| Wholesale & Department Stor 
Aug. 28-Sept.3 Fire Fighters Buffalo, N. Y. Japan is a typical case in point,|° SG be “mare ideal” ¥ set Union. , 
Aug. 29-31 Connecticut Hartford, Conn. it is indicated here. Highly mech- presen b se = = tar" ‘ sen! The union’s fourth annual “Sen - 
Aug. 29-31 New York New York, N. Y. anized and with low-cost labor, a a s a, pose nosng ered ior 65er” awards went to Sen. Pat. §' 
Aug. 29-31 ‘Virginia Roanoke, Va. Japan’s industry has broken into |*"° Per rick McNamara (D-Mich.), chair 
Cincinnati world markets which previously| With regard to benefits, Mason | man of the Senate Subcommittee 
Aug. 29-Sept.1 Government hit ti, O. had said identical bills sponsored by 
Aug. 29-Sept. 1 Post Office Motor Vehicle Detroit, Mich. 1 offered outlets to exports from Zelenko and Rep. Edith Green on Problems of the Aged and Ag 
Employes nations where the worker gets a ‘ 3 ing; Ollie Randall of the National 
: : ’ larger share of the return from his| (-Ore.) would cut from 28 to21 | Committee on the Aging; and 
Aug. 29-Sept. 1 ‘Wisconsin Green Bay, Wis. labor. ? the number of days before beme- | Dean John McConnell of Cornell 
Sept. 6-9 Indiana Indianapolis, Ind. GATT was founded in 1948 | fits are allowed for the first three | University’s school of industrial 
Sept. 6-10 Grain Millers Denver, Colo. to break down trade barriers un- | 4ays of disability; raise the max- | and labor relations. 
Sept. 6-16 Machinists St. Louis, Mo. der agreements intended to give | imum to $70 per week from the | Retired members were in the 
Sept. 12 Tobacco Workers Montreal, Que., Canada | all countries a fair deal and thus | Present $54; raise minimum bene- | audience as framed scrolls were 
Sept. 12-16 Bricklayers Los Angeles, Calif. promote mutual prosperity by | fits to $22 per week from the | presented. McNamara was cited 
Sept. 12-16 Electrical, Radio & Miami Beach, Fla. expanding exchanges of goods in | Present $18 and hike death (for his efforts to improve health 
Machine Workers ; all directions, benefits to widows to $70 per | and welfare laws; Miss Randall for 
Sent. 1216 | Sinecen Miami, Fla. Japan is a member, but 13| Week from the present $54, helping to develop social work 
Sept. 16-17 Delaware Wilmington, Del GATT countries have invoked a} A separate Roosevelt bill would | services for the elderly; McConnell 
Sept. 16-18 Wictheeend St. Jo Vt waiver clause : allowing them to/reduce the qualifying period to 21 | for outstanding research into, and 
Sept. 19 Aiea Si Pager: ~ withhold application of all the days before the first three days of organization of studies related t 
Sept. 19 Bill Posters ss allel: ‘equal treatment” rules. disability are paid; raise the maxi-| pre-retirement programs. ‘ 
Sept. 19 Steelworkers Atlantic City, N. J. . . ei Fs SO A COE 
Sept. 19-23 Chemical Workers Atlantic City, N. J. Ae ae a ee | ee 
Sept. 19-23 Rubber Workers St. Louis, Mo. ear eee mann 
Sept. 19-24 Papermakers & Washington, D.C eee 
Paperworkers 
Sept. 26 Printing Pressmen New York, N. Y. 
Sept. 26-28 Missouri Kansas City, Mo. 
Sept. 26-29 Minnesota St. Paul, Minn. 
October Air Line Dispatchess New York, N. Y. 
October Alabama Not selected 
October New Mexico Santa Fe, N. M. 
Oct. 2-7 Railway Patroimen . Chicago, Ill. 
Oct. 3 Cigarmakers _ New York, N. ¥. 
Oct. 3 Roofers St. Louis, Mo. 
Oct. 3-7 National Maritime Uaion New York, N. Y. 
Oct. 5-7 Massachusetts Boston, Mass. 
Oct. 10 Illinois . Springfield, Il. 
Oct. 10-12 Nebraska Grand Island, Neb. 
Oct. 10-14 Marine & Shipbuilding New York, NM. Y. 
Workers ~ 
Oct. 13-15 Utility Workers Washington, D. C 
Oct. 17-20 Florida Orlando, Fla. 
Oct. 17-22 Cement, Lime & Gypewm Dallas, Tex. 
Workers : : 
Oct. 21-22 Railway Supervisors Chicago, Ill. 
Not selected. 
Miami Beach, Pia. = aiid : inet 
Nov. 14-16 Arkansas Little Rock, Ark, THREE HEAD TABLES were aieded's at t this dinner j in onece, Mieke, for the e first Gompers- Mutts 
m Nov. 14-18 Air Line Pilots Miami Beach, Fla. memorial sponsored by the Massachusetts State AFL-CIO. Federation officers gave citations to 21 
Nov. 19-20 Rhode Island Providence, R. L heads of national and international unions, and to @ copgtgssmap, for being a credit to the stale 
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bility} twelfth constitutional convention gave a dramatic demonstration 
men's} of their support of a strong civil rights resolution by picketing two 
Woolworth stores on State in the heart of Chicago’s “Loop” area. 
Ist The demonstration was a scheduled part of convention business. 
d bes ein foce me ak wor force during UPWA's 109-day| iy 
: ? : 3 
sist fore the two stores to endorse south- de yg on Wilson & Co. several 
ern sit-ins at eating places and to " etacsiag j 6! the collage of te! 
imum 1a Serene we erent cent summit talks, Helstein de- 
Store nounced “as pious hypocrisy the 
f theB! _UPWA Pres. Ralph Helstein | Soviet outrage at. spying.” He 
those piel the ay cris solige re ity branded the Administration’s han- OO TC a tO 
‘omy: through automation and plant’ |per org. “ine acomidered Ge. OFFICERS OF NEWLY-MERGED Cincinnati AFL-CIO take oath of office before 500 delegate 
db teres |e aids sey. Kheochchey  for| and guests. AFL-CIO Reg. Dir. Jesse Gallagher administers the obligation. | 
over. J «: Closings is “a tragedy that cries | mands made by Khrushchev. for sues €6- 4 
joted, pifor ee hg eae ® | apologies could not have been met Ga 
inf, fund to study auto-— i ti 
mi]: nd ody tes of se: |iy ay vitrereing ston” Civil Defense | 100,000 incinna iL 
h thea. _UPWA contracts and he predict- — Praised for Rights Stand F d: B k d 
ap SR eee ae Te | uve rent eFunds Backed | (7njonists in Merger 
‘ram, ] f0X,mext year’s contract negotia- |Philip Randolph of the Sleeping 4 
” tions with the meat industry. Car Porters for the lead it has taken B AF L-CIO vide : : 
cs. | Kealoyeient”" ti tie teliaegy On promoting civil rights at every y _ Cincinnati—More than 500 delegates voted unanimously to ap- 
ans by 30,000 between 1956 level of the union. Only the com-| The AFL-CIO has appealed to| prove merger of the former AFL and CIO bodies here May 14 to 
do rood " iekiein tated and 2e|Plete elimination of discrimination| the Senate Appropriations Com-| form the Cincinnati AFL-CIO Labor Council. 
= + last year there was a net | 222, Scetegation because of race,| mittee, for the sake of “a strong! The council, which includes 63,000 former AFL members and 
¢ un § .added that last year there was a net) creed or color will “complete the| capable, total national defense” in , 
y thei loss of 5,100 packinghouse jobs.| house of democracy,” Randolph|the present crisis, to appropriate 37,000 former CIO members, is headed by John J. Hurst of the Car- 
hind | "He forecast an intensified organiz-| said, He advocated an amendment] the full $76.4 million asked by the |Benters, who had headed the old’ few charters which was not signed 
give fing drive by UPWA, particularly in| to the AFL-CIO codes of ethical] Office of Civil & Defense Mo- 1934, George Jent of the Auto | >¥ Samuel Gompers, AFL founder, 
€' off Puerto Rico where the union al-| practices to deal with “those who| bilization for fiscal 1961. Workers is gg teh, secretary- | Out John McBride, who unseated 
_ the ‘ready has ‘more than 50,000 mem- practice racialism” just as the codes} Curtailments recommended by Gompers for a single year. 
mum § bers and in the agricultural fields : «ati treasurer. They will be the only 
: now ban corruption and commu-|the House Appropriations Com- felciaie oltre: Biggest affiliate among former 
of the West. nism. mittee represent a “short-sighted Delegates to the merger meet- | AFL unions is the Machinists, 
‘POs Helstein added that particular Al Barkan, deputy director of | approach” which will nullify ef- ing heard H Jent, Dir. Al | with about 5,000 members; next 
ini¢k '} organizing attention would be given| the AFL-CIO Committee on Po- | forts at federal leadership having Whitel ae teelworkers | is the State, County & Municipal 
ght. F to plants now under contract to the| litical Education, warned the del- | citizens provide fallout protection Dist, 25, Charles Paulsen, direc- | Employes with 4,000. The Build- 
so-called National Brotherhood of| egates that time is running out for |for themselves, AFL-CIO Legis- as at IE ao for the Res- | ing Trades have about 2,200. 
Packinghouse Workers, an unaffili-| launching successful drives to | lative Rep. George D. Riley told By ig abe urge Top among the old CIO unions 
ated group that was a disruptive] elect liberal officials, the Senate group. = the necessity for labor unions to | are the UAW, 12,000 members; 
f. . 9 _ a Seger that Re Pepeigg~ work and fight together. Electrical, Radio & Machine 
out F F ht : Me, SS eens an eee oo | Local political leaders, including] Workers and Steelworkers, each 
the ire if ers urvey Mee ena a don carvivat| Mayor Donald Clancy, Sheriff Dan| ‘with 8,000 members; Clothing 
~ 3 | _ a ee cere Tehan and Councilmen John J.| Workers with 3,600, 
et Shi C It R; t U : Gilligan and Charles P. Taft, wel-| Though one of the last to sign 
store OWS asua y a e p ‘cane the sien acd is sd comed the merged group and con-|a merger pact, leaders here have 
Seis bee The rate of fire fighters killed in the line of duty jumped 78 per-| problem that it has been micro- imc Bireg ag shee e pte a te ell ema ~_ —- 
Pat qs cent bétWeen* 1958 and 1959, according to a special survey com-| filming records and documents | 42.4 militant progress. make some adjustments,” but added 
hair. piled by'the Fire Fighters. : ; : for safe storage at a relocation The old AFL council here was | that he personally feels “it is a fine 
ittes The startling rate of fire fighters killed in the line of duty| site; relocated files and equip- | unique in that although it was| idea because it will enable labor to 
Ag mounted from 37 per 100,000 men in 1958 to 66 per 100,000 men} ment there; surveyed building | formed in 1896, it had one of the| present a solid front in Cincinnati,” 
onal in 1959 largely due to structural® : facilities of organized labor for 
and § collapses, explosions, asphyxiations, | Other fire fighters met death in| conversion to fallout shelters; cS e @ 
rel B electrical shock, burns and traffic | P hiladelphia. conducted education programs visors on a ation 
trial B accidents,” the IAFF study re- The IAFF study also dis- | and built prototype shelter proj- 
ported. closed that 208 active fire fight- ects. e e 
the The survey covered 1,200 cities} ers were fatally stricken with He said the OCDM request J b i il A a t n A k d 
a and towns. : heart attacks last year, a ratio of | amounts to “survival insurance” at O er S S e€ 
i 


: Salient Taal 


Se Pe OEE A 


-°.SAPLEIO NEWS, WASHINGTON, D. C.) SATURDAY, MAY '28,°1960 


=————— 


At UPWA Canventiuain 


Delegates Back Up 
Civil Rights Vote 


Chicago—Six hundred delegates to the Packinghouse Workers’ 


The union noted that the rate 
of accidental deaths among fire 
fighters was triple the rate of 22 
per 100,000 for the average 
‘worker, Fire fighters also suf- 
fered seven times as many on- 
the-job injuries in 1959, the un- 
jon added. 

New York and Chicago each re- 
ported seven fire fighters were 
killed in the line of duty last year, 
the union said. Six lost their lives 
in St. Louis and five died in a 
Kansas City, Kan., tragedy. Four 


six out of every ten fire fighter 
deaths. The union said this is 
“an especially high count” since 
the average age of fire fighters is 
38 years. 

The union said the survey, re- 
vealing that heart attacks and 
cardiovascular disorders are far 
more common than in other lines 


work of the fire fighter. 
incidence of respiratory diseases 
caused. by inhaling smoke, gases 


and dust also was recorded. 


of work, reflected ‘the strenuous 


A high 


the low cost of 50 cents per capita. 


Morgan Cited 
For Quality 
Of Newscasts 


casts. 
Commented McCall's: 


pattern. 
fession. 


Edward P. Morgan’s “penetrat- 
ing” news commentaries have won 
the praise of McCall’s Magazine, 
which recently took sharply to task 
the “sensationalism” and “yellow 
journalism” of most radio news- 


“There are well-informed, serious 
men who are not content with the 
Newscasting is their pro- 
Listen, for example, to 


The AFL-CIO has renewed its plea for creation of a statutory 
labor-management advisory committee on atomic radiation hazards 
to assure that progress in the peaceful development of the atom is 
not made “at the expense of human safety.” 


In a letter to Rep. Chet Holifield (D-Calif.), chairman of a sub- 


committee of the Joint Senate-> 
House Committee on Atomic En-| Miserable records in economic 
ergy, AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. 
Andrew J. Biemiller said labor has 
proposed such a committee “with- 
out avail” for the past three years. 
Biemiller said that the “un- 
conscionable delay” on the part 
of the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion in taking more than a year 
to put radiation regulations into 
effect “points up the urgent ne- 
cessity” for creation of the labor 


Biemiller said the AFL-CIO will 
spell out its specific objections and 
suggest changes in the AEC’s so- 
called “standards” when it pro- 
sents formal testimony to the Joint 
Committee in mid-June. 


USWA Helps 128 | 
Through College ' 


management panel. 
At the same time, the AFL-CIO 


spokesman restated labor's dissat- 


Edward P. Morgan—one of the 
very best—who broadcasts the news 
five evenings a week over the ABC 


network. 


quiry, 


“He does more than read you the 
headlines; what you hear is a pene- 
trating distillation of Morgan’s in- 
research and knowledge. 
. . « ‘Those 15 minutes a day,’ he 


isfaction with a law enacted last 
year which sidestepped the estab- 
lishment of federal standards on 
radiation and instead left the ques- 
tion of supervision of hazards up 
to negotiations between the AEC 


Pittsburgh—aA total of 128 stu- 
dents are now enrolled in colleges 
and universities on scholarships 
sponsored the Steelworkers, 
soonedbor qvete ge + ene ee 
nounced, 


says, ‘take all my energy. It’s a full- 
time job. And then there’s always 
= 1a chance to do just a bit more, fol- 
4 | low one more lead, make one more 
contact, be a little more thorough.’ 
*| “As a result, Morgan puts the 
| | news in intelligent perspective, dis- 
cusses the more important issues of 
the day, and gives listeners an in- 
formed opinion, with absolutely, no 
interference — to the great credit 
of the AFL-CIO, his longtime 
sponsor.” fads 


and the governors of each of the 
50 states. 

Biemiller called this “a serious 
potential threat to the health and 
safety of workers” because it means 
“fragmentation among the states of 
radiation health and safety pro- 
grams heretofore carried out by 
the federal government.” 

The 1959 law, he said, made 
the “erroneous” assumption that 
the individual state governments, 


“for the most part possessing 


Local unions set aside $67, 620 
annually and USA districts: con- 
tributed .$60;600, making a. total 
of $128,220 under current schol 

hie: eid 

The first. scholarship fund in the 
steel. union was undertaken by a 
344-member local in Logansport, 
Ind., in .1948. Grants now range 
from the $100 program of Mon- 


_ COMMUNITY RESCUE Service in Hagerstown, Md.,. received a 

_ Rew ambulance from the Central Maryland AFL-CIO Council, with 
Sec.-Treas. Ralph Wagaman (Frond from left) of the council 
thaking the presentation, = 
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U.S.-Mexico Committee Meets: 


Unions Agree on 
Bracero Standards 


Brownsville, Tex.—A six-point statement of policy on the Mexi- 
can farm labor import program was unanimously adopted at the 
sixth conference of the Joint U.S.-Mexico Trade Union Committee 
held here and in the nearby Mexican city of Matamoras. 

In addition, the Mexican labor movement renewed its declaration 


that its members have no desire -to 
displace U.S. farm workers or to 
undercut their wages when “bra- 
ceros” enter this country to work 
on farms in the Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. 

The policy statement: 

@ Urged Pres. Eisenhower to 
veto pending legislation sought by 
growers’ associations to take ad- 
ministrative control of the program 
from the Secretary of Labor. 

@ Called on the U.S. Labor 
Dept. to tighten its procedures for 
certifying the need for foreign 
workers and for determining the 
prevailing wage in areas where 
they are to work. 

@ Demanded establishment of 
_ minimum wage of “no less 
than $1 an hour” im the next 
agreement between Mexico and 
the U.S., which must be reached 
if the program is to go beyond 
next year. 

@ Asked “many times” the 
present number of Labor Dept. 
compliance inspectors and amend- 
ment of the international agree- 
ment to permit Mexican consuls to 
set up similar compliance staffs. 

@ Called for broader and in- 
creased insurance for both occupa- 


Mathews Named 
To IAM Position 


L. Ross Mathews of Fort Worth, 
Tex., has been named assistant sec- 
retary of the Machinists. 

Mathews will assist General Sec. 
Treas. Elmer E. Walker, who ap- 
pointed him with the approval of 
the IAM Executive Council. The 
new assistant secretary succeeds M. 
R. (Dick) Sterns, who died recently 
after serving in the post for 11 
years. 

Mathews, 52, a former machine 
tool ‘operator, has been an IAM 
member since 1943. For seven 
years, he served as secretary-treas- 
urer of IAM District 776 at the big 
Convair plant, Fort Worth. He 
joined the LAM’s grand lodge staff 
in 1956, first as a special repre- 
sentative and later as a grand lodge 
auditor, 


tional and non-occupational sick- 
ness and injury protection. 

@ Condemned the U.S. Immi- 
gration & Naturalization. Service 
for its continued issuance of “spe- 


-|cial” work permits under which 


Mexican workers cross the border 
to work on-U.S. farms at substand- 
ard wages and without proper legal 
safeguards. 

A resolution on cooperation 
urged greater exchange of informa- 


tion between counterpart unions in| 


the two countries, and praised the 

“solidarity pacts” between — US. 
and Mexican unions already exist- 
ing in several industries. 

It also commended the Mexi- 
ean Confederation of Workers 
and the Texas State AFL-CIO 
for renegotiation of their agree- 
ment not to undercut each oth- 
ers wage standards so as 
to make it applicable to all con- 
struction jobs on the Rio Grande. 

Sec.-Gen. Alfonso Sanchez Mad- 
ariaga of the Inter-American Re- 
gional Organization of Workers, 
western hemisphere arm of the 
Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions, convened the session and 
praised the affiliates for their con- 
tribution to worker solidarity. 


Noakes Named Chairman 


Sec.-Treas Frank Noakes of the 
Maintenance of Way Employes, 
chairman of the committee’s U.S. 
section, was elected conference 
chairman. Named vice chairmen 
were Sen. Jesus Yuren, chairman 
of the Mexican section, and Pres: 
Jerry Holleman of the Texas State 
AFL-CIO. 

Others in the U.S. delegation 
were AFL-CIO Inter-American 
Rep. Serafino Romualdi; Sec.- 
Treas. Fred Schmidt of the Texas 
AFL-CIO; Dir. E. P. Theiss of 
AFL-CIO Reg. 18; Assistant Dir. 
Irwin DeShetler of AFL-CIO Reg. 
22; R. P. Sanchez, the Joint Com- 
mittee’s field representative in 
Texas; Intl. Rep. Vernon Ford of 
the Mine Workers, and Milton 


Plumb, public relations director 
for the Railway Labor Executives’ 
Association. 


WE MUST BREAK “the discriminatory manacles which chain 
hired farm workers to an old world of poverty and disease and hope- 


lessness,” 


AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller told a 


Senate Labor subcommittee in backing bills to educate migrant 
children, register crew leaders and bring farm workers under cover- 


age of the federal wage-hour law. 


FRIENDSHIP ON THE RIO GRANDE shows Mexican’ Sen. 
Jesus Yuren, chairman of the Mexican delegation to the Joint U:S.- 
Mexico Trade Union Committee, left, and Chairman Frank Noakes 
of the U.S. delegation, at Brownsville, Tex., meeting. 


Farm Lobby Accused 
Of ‘Misuse’ 


The AFL-CIO has charged that an “apparent” conflict in farm 
wage and income data presented at Senate hearings by the federation 
and the American Farm Bureau Federation resulted from the Farm 
Bureau’s “careless or deliberate misuse of statistical data.” 

AFL-CIO Legislative Dir. Andrew J. Biemiller made the charge 


of Data 


in a supplementary statement filed 
with the Senate subcommittee on 
migratory labor at the request of 
Chairman Harrison A. Williams, 
Jr. (D-N. J). 

The issue arose at recent hear- 
ings on a farm minimum wage 
bill co-sponsored by Sens. Pat Mc- 
Namara (D-Mich.) and Joseph S. 
Clark (D-Pa.) which would apply 
a 75-cent hourly minimum and 
boost it to $1 in three years. 

Biemiller said the Farm Bu- 
reau, in claiming that farm in- 
come was falling while wage 
rates rose, used a false compari- 
son by matching average compos- 
ite hourly wage rates of farm 
workers against average annual 
net income of all farm oper- 
ators. 

This, he pointed out, is a “rab- 
bit-burger” average. 

In fact, he said, the total cash 
farm wage bill fell sharply and 
also fell as a percentage of total 
farm production costs between 
1949 and 1959. In addition, he 
said, real annual earnings of farm 
workers declined because of fewer 
days of labor. 

Furthermore, Biemiller wrote, 
the McNamara-Clark bill would 
apply to only six-tenths of 1 per- 
cent of all farms, the big farms 
which use most of the labor—not 
to the small farmer. 


Senate Backs Ike 
On Area Aid Veto 


The Senate has failed to override 


#| Pres. Eisenhower's veto of a $251 


million area redevelopment measure 


||—the second aid-to-depressed-com- 


munities bill vetoed by the Presi- 
dent in the last two years. 

The Senate divided 45 in favor 
of overriding and 39 opposed—11 


| votes shy of the two-thirds majority 
;|required to pass a measure in the 
s | face of White House disapproval. 


Forty liberal Democrats were 
joined by five liberal Republicans 
in voting to override. A coalition 
of 25 Republicans and 14 South- 
ern Democrats voted to uphold 
Eisenhower’s veto. 

Sen. Paul H. Douglas (D-Ill), 
floor manager for the bill, accused 
the President of “hypocrisy” in pro- 
posing “all kinds of foreign aid 
spending” to assist underdeveloped 
countries while refusing “even small 
assistance at home” for depressed 
areas. 


Meany, ILA 
Group Meet 
On Charter 


AFL-CIO Pres. George Meany 
has met with a committee*from the 
Longshoremen to discuss the ILA’s 
issuance of a charter to a group of 
workers in the Dominican Republic. 


Heading the delegation was Capt. 
William V. Bradley, ILA president. 
Also present at the hour and 45 
minute meeting at AFL-CIO head- 
quarters. were Pres. Paul Hall and 
Executive Sec. Harry E. O'Reilly 
of the AFL-CIO Maritime Trades 
Dept. 


Following the meeting, Meany 
said the ILA defended its reasons 
for issuing the charter and fur- 
nished him with the names of firms 
with which the local has contractual 
relations. He said Bradley also 
promised to furnish details on the 
composition of the firms and copies 
of the contract. 


Meany said that next month the 
federation would have an opportu- 
nity to discuss the impact of the 
charter on the whole question of 
the Caribbean when Hall attends a 
meeting of the Intl. Transportwork- 
ers Federation and Meany attends 
an executive board meeting of the 
Intl. Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions in Brussels. 


The AFL-CIO president said he 
planned to call ILA officials back 
in about Aug. 1 to discuss the sit- 
uation further, adding that he would 
have a recommendation on_ the 
Dominican charter to submit to the 
Executive Council when it meets 
Aug. 15 in Chicago. 


TUC Proposes 
Buyer Protection 


London—The British Trades Un- 
ion Congress recently proposed es- 
tablishment of a national council to 
protect the interest of consumers. 


It made the suggestion in testi- 
mony before the Committee on 
Consumer Protection set up by the 
government. The council, it main- 
tained, should test consumer goods 
of all types and make public re- 
ports, and advise individuals and 
consumer organizations, 


‘Fear’ Voided 


Vote, NLRB’ 
Aide Rules 


eT aa ee 


% 


Baltimore—An election lost by 7 


a@ wnion after a gang-up by the 
town’s sheriff, mayor, chamber of 
commerce, merchants and news- 
paper was held “in the face of a 
widespread fear that the employer 
would close up its plant and move,” 
concluded Regional Dir. John A. 
Penello of the National Labor Re- 
lations Board in recommending a 
new election. 


Penello recommended ‘the: sets") 


ting aside of the election which the 


Ladies’ Garment Workers lost ‘by | 
a 147 to 69 vote at the Lawrence * 


Mfg. Co., Lawrenceville, Va., last | 
March. 


. .. this fear-of economic loss) 


so permeated the atmosphere sur- 
rounding the election as to render 
impossible the rational, uncoerced 
selection of bargaining representa- 
SVE... ss 
ing down his decision. 

“Such fear,” he said, “was ‘the 
natural result of the threats of 
plant shutdown confronting the 
employes at every turn—in the 
local stores, in the street, in the 
plant, in the newspaper and even 
in their homes through the media 
of telephones and house visits.” 


Penello said the only authori- 
tative source which could deny the 
threats was the employer and the 
employer not only failed to do this 
but, “in fact, it ratified and sup- 
ported them” through its foreman. 

The NLRB report quoted 
from worker. witnesses and from 
the town and business leaders who 
campaigned against the union, as 


Penello wrote in hand- 


well as quoting from the front- ~ 


page editorial which appeared in 
the county newspaper, 
“Vote AGAINST the union!” 


~ 


entitled: ~ 


UNIVERSITY yi ud 


LARAMTE evs 


U.S. Urged to 


End Control of 


Gen’! Aniline 


The AFL-CIO has renewed its 
appeal to Congress to enact legis- 
lation to sell the government’s ma- 


jority control stock in the General” 


Aniline and Film Corp. 


George D. Riley, AFL-CIO leg- 
islative representative, told a House | 


Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
subcommittee that the return of 
General Aniline to private owner- 
ship would be in the best interests 
of the 4,000 employes who 
are members of AFL-CIO unions, 
Two locals of the Chemical Work- 
ers represent approximately 2,000 
of the workers. 


Riley said labor long has sup- 
ported such legislation as the pend- 
ing bills sponsored by Reps. Leo 
W. O’Brien (D-N.Y.) and Howard § 
W. Robison (R-N.Y.). 


The O’Brien-Robison bills would # 
amend the Trading with the Enemy ¥ 


So 


a oaiimiaearsetie: 


q 


Act to permit the U. S. Attorney- @ 


General to dispose of the govern- 7 
ment-held stock in General Ani- 9 
line. The company has nine Plants @ 
in six states. 

Riley said the AFL-CIO has % 
testified before both Senate and 
House committees over the course 
of the past eight years and con- 


siders the delay “not understand- 7% 


able.” 
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